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U.S.  Farm  Exports  Hit  $21 . 3  Billion  Record  In  Fiscal  Year  197^  ( see  p .  _ .  U.S .  ex¬ 

ports  of  agricultioral  products  gained  nearly  tvo-thirds  in  -fiscal  197^  to  reach  an 
alltime  record  $21.3  billion.  Higher  prices  accounted, for  about  8$  percent  of  the 
increase;  a  10-percent  gain  in  tonnage  made  up  the  balance.  Grains  accounted  for 
nearly  three-fifths  of  the  increase.  While  wheat  exports  of  l,l48  million  bushels 
were  down  slightly  from  a  year  earlier,  feed  grain  shipments  rose  by  about  8.5  mil- 
rion  tons  to  total  nearly  kk  million  tons.  Soybean  exports  of  519  million  bushels 
were  about  15  million  bushels  above  the  year-earlier  level.  Significant  increases 
also  occurred  for  soybean  products,  cotton,  tobacco,  fruits  and  vegetables,  and  animals 
and  animal  products.  Only  exports  of  hides  and  skins  and  dairy  products  fell  from 
their  fiscal  1973  levels. 

U.S.  agricultural  exports  totaled  over  a  $1  billion  to  four  major  countries:  Japan, 

West  Germany,  the  Netherlands,  and  Canada.  Exports  to  the  USSR,  which  were  valued 
at  almost  $1  billion  in  fiscal  1973,  fell  to  $509  million  in  fiscal  197^.  Exports 
to  the  People's  Republic  of  China  increased  by  five  times  to  a  record  $852  million. 
Japan  surpassed  the  $3-billion  mark  with  a  U9-percent  increase  over  the  previous 
fiscal  year.  Exports  to  Latin  America  were  a  record  $2.U  billion.  Exports  to  de¬ 
veloping  countries  in  Africa  and  Asia  also  expanded  sharply. 


*  *  *  *  it 


Value  Of  U.S.  Agricultural  Import s  Up  30  Percent  In  Fiscal  197^?  ( see  p.  45) For 
fiscal  197^9  U.S.  agricultural  imports  were  valued  at  $9.5  billion^  up  30  percent  from 
the  year-earlier  level.  Import  volume  remained  about  the  same,  however.  Competitive 
farm  product  imports,  at  $6.25  billion,  were  up  one- third  in  value.  Substantial  price 
increases  for  meat,  wool,  sugar,  vegetable  oils,  wines,  edible  nuts,  and  other  items 
accounted  for  most  of  the  value  rise.  Volume  gains  for  dairy  products,  sugar,  bever¬ 
ages,  and  tobacco  were  offset  by  declines  for  cattle,  beef,  wool,  oilbearing  materials , 
and  vegetables.  Noncompetitive  purchases  amounted  to  $3.27  billion,  one-fourth  above 
year-earlier  levels;  however,  volume  declined  2  percent  because  of  higher  prices. 


*  *  *  * 


Egypt  Expands  Imports  of  U.S.  Farm  Products  (see  p.  6l) .  U.S.  agricultual  exports 
to  Egypt,  our  most  important  market  in  the  Mid-East,  reached  $260  million  in  fiscal 
1974 — triple  the  fiscal  1973  level.  Striking  gains  in  exports  of  wheat,  corn,  and 
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■wheat  flour  accounted  for  most  of  the  increase.  Egypt  is  our  leading  export  market  for 
cottonseed  oil  and  a  rapidly  growing  market  for  tallow,  tobacco,  and  vegetable  seeds. 
Despite  strong  competition  from  Europe  and  Australia,  U.S.  farm  exports  to  Egypt  are 
expected  to  show  strong  gains  in  the  coming  year.  Only  1  percent  of  our  exports  to 
Egypt  during  the  past  12  months  were  financed  under  P.L.  ii8o,  but  a  slightly  higher 
share  will  be  financed  through  this  method  of  sale  in  fiscal  1975.  Egypt's  total  agri¬ 
cultural  imports  reached  a  record  $571  million  in  1973  and  the  value  could  reach  $750 
million  in  197^5  largely  because  of  the  co-untry's  improved  foreign  exchange  position. 


***** 

U.S .-Mexican  Trade  Sets  New  Records  ( see  p.  79 ) .  U.S.  agricxiltural  exports  to  Mexico 
rose  sharply  to  a  record  $362  million  in  1973,  highlighting  the  U.S. -Mexican  trade 
situation.  Farm  products  accounted  for  a  larger  share  of  total  exports  to  Mexico, 
with  gains  occurring  for  grains,  oilseeds,  oilseed  products,  meat,  and  various  other 
items.  U.S.  agricultural  imports  from  Mexico  moved  up  one-fo-urth  in  vadue  to  $7^2 
million,  making  Mexico  the  largest  source  of  imported  U.S.  farm  products.  Fresh  vege¬ 
tables,  fruits,  sugar,  and  feeder  cattle  were  the  principal  items. 

***** 

Selected  Price  Series  of  International  Significance  ( see  p.  90 ) .  In  June,  U.S.  weather 
news  dominated  the  attention  of  international  traders  of  wheat,  corn,  and  soybeans. 
Prices  rose  for  corn  and  wheat,  held  steady  for  soybeans,  and  weakened  for  Thai  export 
rice  and  U.S.  soybean  meal.  Prices  of  the  import  commodities  of  this  series  declined, 
except  for  sugar. 
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U.S.  FARM  EXPORTS  HIT  $21.3  BILLION  RECORD  IN  FISCAL  YEAR  197^+ 

After  increasing  by  three-fifths  to  an  alltime  high  of  $12.9  billion  in  fiscal  1973j 
U.S.  agricultural  exports  shot  up  by  two-thirds  to  reach  an  unprecedented  level  of 
$21.3  billion  in  fiscal  197^.  Some  of  the  developments  that  generated  stepped-up 
demand  for  our  farm  exports  in  fiscal  1973  were  still  being  felt  in  fiscal  197^: 
the  unfavorable  weather  conditions  that  sharply  curtailed  1972  grain  harvests  in  the 
Soviet  Union,  Australia,  parts  of  Latin  America,  and  Africa  causing  the  severe  draw¬ 
down  in  world  grain  stocks;  and  the  sharp  decline  in  1972  production  of  protein  meal 
due  to  the  failure  of  the  Peruvian  anchovy  catch,  reduced  peanut  production  in  Asia 
and  Africa,  and  a  small  sunflower  crop  in  the  USSR. 

Also,  incomes  in  many  major  markets  continued  to  increase,  boosting  the  demand  for 
U.S.  farm  products.  Incomes  in  Japan  have  gained  over  10  percent  annually  in  the 
past  5  years  and  those  in  Western  Europe  by  around  5  percent.  While  these  growth 
rates  turned  down  in  the  first  part  of  calendar  197^ j  this  is  probably  a  temporary 
phenomenon . 

The  Uni^d  States  was  in  a  position  to  supply  the  grain  in  response  to  the  demand 
from  these  shortfalls  Srom  existing  stocks  and  by  stepped-up  production.  Other  major 
countries  had  either  already  fully  committed  their  production  or  were  also  affected 
by  reduced  crops. 

The  realignment  of  currencies  that  began  in  1971  still  served  to  enhance  the  competi¬ 
tive  position  of  U.S.  farm  products  in  major  markets.  In  early  fiscal  197^5  the  dol¬ 
lar  depreciated  an  average  of  l8  percent  when  compared  with  the  currencies  of  our 
major  export  markets.  However,  the  position  of  the  dollar  subsequently  improved 
because  of  the  adverse  impact  of  the  energy  crisis  on  these  markets,  and  the  devaluation 
now  amounts  to  only  13  percent. 

The  continued  growth  in  demand  and  the  lower  stock  levels  for  agricultural  commodities 
caused  prices  to  rise  faster  in  fiscal  197^  than  at  anytime  since  World  War  II.  Higher 
prices  accounted  for  85  percent  of  the  total  value  increase  in  agricultural  exports. 
Prices  rose  sharply  for  all  commodities  but  those  for  feed  grains,  wheat,  rice, 
soybeans,  cotton,  and  many  fruits  and  vegetables  were  most  pronounced.  Despite 
increased  prices  for  around  three-fifths  of  the  commodities  exported,  export  tonnage 
gained  about  10  percent,  reaching  over  100  million  tons,  compared  with  92  million 
tons  in  fiscal  197.3  and  55  million  tons  in  1970. 

The  rise  in  U.S.  farm  exports  in  fiscal  197^  boosted  a  favorable  agricultural  trade 
balance  by  more  than  $6  billion  to  a  record  of  $11.8  billion.  This  occiirred  despite 
a  30-percent  gain  in  agricultural  imports,  which  reached  $9.5  billion,  another  all- 
time  high.  The  agricultural  trade  balance  more  than  offset  our  trade  deficit  of  over 
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10  LEADING  U.S.  AGRICULTURAL  EXPORTS,  AS  PERCENTAGE 
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Figure  2 


U.S.  AGRICULTURAL  EXPORT  PRICE  AND  QUANTITY  INDEXES, 
FISCAL  YEARS  1950-74 


(CALENDAR  YEAR  1967=100) 
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Figure  3 
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Table  1.--U.S.  agricultural  exports  by  regions,  fiscal  years  1973  and  1974 
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_1/  Not  adjusted  for  transshipments. 
2^/  Includes  Yugoslavia. 


$9  "billion  in  nonagri cultural  products,  giving  the  United  States  an  overall  trade 
surplus  of  $2.8  billion  at  the  end  of  fiscal  1974,  substantially  better  than  the  pre¬ 
vious  year's  deficit  of  $3.5  billion. 

Fiscal  19T4's  growth  in  agricultural  exports  occurred  in  shipments  to  developed,  de¬ 
veloping,  ancf  centrally  planned  countries.  In  addition  to  the  rising  incomes  that 
created  increased  demand  for  U.S.  farm  products,  many  of  these  countries  increased 
imports  as  a  policy  instrument  to  reduce  the  impact  of  inflation  on  food  prices. 


Fotir  U.S.  Farm  Export  Markets  Top  $1  Billion 

U.S.  fam  exports  d-uring  fiscal  1974  broke  the  billion-dollar  mark  to  four  markets — 
Japan,  West  Germany,  the  Netherlands,  and  Canadao  Two  particularly  interesting  develop¬ 
ments  were  a  45-percent  decline  in  the  value  of  agricultural  exports  to  the  USSR  (they 
around  $1  billion  in  fiscal  1973,  compared  with  $500  million  in  fiscal  1974)  and  a 
401-percent  increase  in  the  value  of  shipments  to  the  People's  Republic  of  China  (PRO). 
Agricultural  exports  to  Latin  America  (accounting  for  11  percent  of  all  U.S.  farm  ex¬ 
ports)  and  Oceania  both  increased  by  over  120  percent.  By  world  area,  the  largest  per¬ 
centage  increase  (l8l  percent)  occurred  in  shipments  to  Africa. 

Japan 

Agricultural  exports  to  Japan  surpassed  the  $3-billion  mark,  increasing  49  percent 
from  fiscal  1973,  mostly  because  of  higher  prices.  On  a  commodity  basis,  wheat,  feed 
®  grains,  tobacco,  and  cotton  accounted  for  the  bulk  of  the  value  gain.  The  10-percent 
annual  gain  in  Japan's  per  capita  income  over  the  past  5  years  has  created  demand  for 
high  quality  foods,  such  as  wheat  and  wheat  products,  and  meat  products  from  livestock 
raised  on  U.S.  feed  grains. 

Due  to  the  cutback  in  the  oil  supplies  to  Japan  during  fiscal  1974,  less  petroleum 
has  been  available  for  processing  into  synthetic  fibers.  Consequently,  Japanese  dem§,nd 
for  U.S.  cotton  has  increased  significantly. 

Limited  export  supplies  in  'other  countries  made  it  necessary  for  Japan  to  purchase 
a  large  share  of  its  food  imports  from  the  United  States  in  fiscal  1974.  Of  Japan's 
total  agricultural  imports,  including  nonfeed  items,  we  accounted  for  about  a  third. 

People's  Republic  of  China 

The  PRC  took  $852  million  worth  of  U.S.  farm  exports  in  fiscal  1974,  compared  with 
only  $200  million  worth  a  year  earlier.  Wheat,  totaling  3.0  million  tons  and  valued 
at  $317  million,  was  the  leading  commodity,  both  in  absolute  value  and  percentage 
increase  (682  percent)  over  fiscal  1973.  Corn,  totaling  1,8  million  tons  and  valued 
$189  million,  was  the  next  most  important  item.  Cotton  exports  to  this  relatively 
new  market  totaled  about  843,000  r\inning  bales  worth  $l88  million.  Soybean  exports 
reached  24  million  bushels,  valued  at  $l42  million. 

Commodities  recently  added  to  the  growing  list  of  U.S.  farm  exports  to  the  PRC  include 
tobacco,  tallow,  and  peanuts.  To1?acco  exports  jumped  from  zero  exports  in  fiscal  1973 
to  $4  million  in  fiscal  1974.  No  inedible  tallow  exports  were  made  in  fiscal  1973, 
but  they  totaled  $9  million  in  fiscal  1974.  However,  there  were  some  declines  in  U.S. 
exports  of  soybean  oil  and  cattle  and  sheep  skins  to  the  PRC. 

Other  Asian  Countries 

Our  fiscal  1974  agricultural  exports  to  other  Asian  countries  were  valued  at  $3.7  bil¬ 
lion — an  increase  of  77  percent  over  the  previous  year.  Grains,  particularly  wheat. 
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Table  2.--U.S.  agricultural  exports:  Value  by  commodity 
fiscal  years  1973  and  1974 


Commod ity 

1972/73 

1973/74  1/ 

Change 

--  Million 

dollars  -- 

Percent 

Animals  and  animal  products: 

Dairy  products  . 

86 

65 

-24 

Fat.'.j  oilSj  and  ereases  . 

237 

506 

+114 

Hides  and  skins,  incl.  furskins  . 

495 

460 

-7 

Cattle  hides,  whole  . 

364 

292 

-20 

Furskins  . . . 

88 

122 

+39 

Other  hides  and  skins  . 

43 

46 

+7 

Meats  and  meat  products  . 

307 

317 

+3 

Poultry  and  poultry  products  .... 

98 

143 

+46 

Other  . 

130 

269 

+107 

Total  animals  and  products  .... 

1.353 

1.760 

+30 

Cotton,  excluding  linters  . 

Feeds  and  fodders,  excl.  protein 

748 

1,294 

+73 

meal: 

Corn  byproducts  . 

71 

92 

+30 

Alfalfa  meal  and  cubes  . 

20 

32 

+60 

Other  . 

126 

156 

+24 

Total  feed  and  fodders,  except 

oil  cake  and  meal  . 

217 

280 

+29 

Fruits  and  preparations  . 

457 

589 

+29 

Grains  and  preparations: 

Feed  grains,  excluding  products  . 

2,312 

4,651 

+101 

Riee  . 

437 

754 

+73 

Wheat  and  products  . 

2,385 

4,738 

+99 

Other  . 

'l37 

'200 

+46 

Total  grains  and  preparations  . 

5.271 

10.343 

+96 

Nuts  and  preparations  . 

Oilseeds  and  products: 

88 

158 

+79 

Cottonseed  and  soybean  oil  . 

222 

427 

+92 

Sovbeans  . 

2,287 

3,268 

+43 

Protein  meal  . 

721 

1*135 

+57 

Other  . 

277 

*408 

+47 

Total  oilseeds  and  products  ... 

3.507 

5.238 

+49 

Tobacco,  unmanufactured  . 

640 

814 

+27 

Vegetables  and  preparations  . 

296 

407 

+37 

Other  . 

324 

437 

+35 

Total  agricultural  exports  . 

12,901 

21,320 

+65 

_!/  Preliminary. 
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Includes  some  additional  commodities  starting  in  1971. 
Includes  live  poultry  starting  in  1971. 


accounted  for  much  of  the  growth,  and  exports  of  soybeans,  tobacco,  and  cotton  were 
also  up  sharply.  The  Republic  of  China  (Taiwan),  Cambodia,  Singapore,  the  Republic 
of  Korea,  Malaysia,  South  Vietnam,  and  Hong  Kong  are  among  the  Asian  countries  that 
have  become  rapid  growth  markets  for  U.S.  farm  exports. 

The  fiscal  197^  increase  occurred  in  commercial  sales,  although  shipments  iinder  Govern- 
^ment  programs  were  still  important.  Exports  to  West  Asia,  mainly  the  Middle  East 
countries,  totaled  $786  million,  a  136-percent  increase  from  the  previous  year.  Grains 
accounted  for  most  of  the  growth,  and  shipments  of  soybeans  and  soybean  oil  were  larger. 
Turkey,  Cyprus,  Iran,  Lebanon,  Israel,  Qatar,  Iraq,  and  Saudi  Arabia  all  increased 
their  imports  of  U.S.  farm  products. 

Canada 


Canada's  fiscal  197^  imports  of  U.S.  agricultural  products  rose  U5  percent  to  hit  an 
alltime  high  of  $1.2  billion,  compared  with  $82U  million  in  fiscal  1973.  Substantial 
gains  occurred  for  meat  products,  corn,  vegetable  oils,  cotton,  and  many  other  items. 

Canada  is  a  market  for  58  percent,  or  about  three-fifths,  of  total  U.S.  exports  of 
fresh  fruits  and  vegetables.  Because  of  its  proximity  to  the  United  States,  its  rapid 
per  capita  income  growth,  and  its  plentiful  foreign  exchange,  Canada  has  become  a 
fast  growth  market  f®r  a  very  diversified  group  of  our  farm  products. 

Africa 


U.S.  agricultural  exports  to  Africa  totaled  $980  million  in  fiscal  197^ j  nearly  3  times 
the  year-earlier  level.  The  very  severe  and  widespread  drought  on  that  continent  con¬ 
tinued,  and  many  countries  had  to  import  a  great  deal  more  food  products.  Because 
of  reduced  stocks  in  other  export  countries,  it  was  necessary  for  Africa  to  rely  heavily 
on  the  United  States  to  relieve  their  dr ought- induced  shortages.  The  largest  increases 
occurred  to  Morocco,  Algeria,  Tunisia,  Egypt,  Sudan,  Senegal,  Mali,  Niger,  Togo,  Upper 
Volta,  Ethiopia,  Uganda,  and  Tanzania. 

The  majority  of  the  North  African  countries  and  Nigeria  had  considerable  foreign  ex¬ 
change  from  the  export  of  petroleum  and  products  with  which  to  purchase  U.S.  farm 
products.  The  more  needy  countries  of  Africa  continued  to  receive  U.S.  farm  products 
under  P.L.  U80  arrangements,  but  the  value  and  quantity  of  these  exports  decreased 
for  most  coiintries. 

We stern  Europe 

UoS.  agricultural  exports  to  Western  Europe  increased  by  over  half  to  $6.8  billion 
in  fiscal  197^.  Shipments  to  West  Germany  and  the  Netherlands  were  above  the  $1 -bil¬ 
lion  mark — the  first  time  for  the  Netherlands. 

Exports  to  West  Germany,  our  largest  agricultural  export  market  following  Japan,  totaled 
about  $1.5  billion,  a  73-percent  increase  over  the  fiscal  1973  level  (before  adjustments 
for  transshipments).  When  data  for  transshipments  are  available.  West  Germany's  total 
will  probably  exceed  $1.8  billion. 

Feed  grains  were  an  important  item  in  our  exports  to  Western  Europe.  Feed  manufacturers 
increased  the  use  of  feed  grains  in  their  rations,  primarily  because  of  the  worldwide 
decline  in  production  and  availability  of  nongrain  sources  of  protein  meal.  Also, 
a  large  gain  in  livestock  production  in  early  fiscal  197^  increased  the  grain  require¬ 
ments  o  In  past  years,  because  of  high  grain  prices  broiight  on  by  the  European  Community' 
variable  levies.  West  European  feed  manufac timers  used  a  great  deal  of  oilseed  meal, 
fishmeal,  and  nongrain  feed — such  as  beet  pulp,  manioc,  and  corn  byproducts — in  feed 
rations . 
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Table  ^.--U.S.  agricultural  exports:  Value  by  commodity,  quarterly  1972/73  and  1973/74  \l  2/ 
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Table  5.--U.S.  farm  export  unit  values,  fiscal  years  1971-74  \/ 
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\/  Listed  in  order  of  percentage  change  from  previous  year. 

2^/  Total  export  value  reported  divided  by  total  quantity  exported. 
Includes  tangerines  and  clementines. 


Table  6.--U.S.  agricultural  exports:  Value  by  months,  July  1963  to  June  1974  _1/ 
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1/  Beginning  January  1970,  export  values  include  small  amounts  of  commodities  formerly  classified  as  nonagricultural. 
2_l  Revised. 

_3/  Totals  may  not  add  due  to  rounding. 


Preliminary  reports  indicate  that  over  $300  million  worth  of  U.S.  agricultural  products 
were  transshipped  through  the  Dutch  ports  of  Rotterdam  and  Amsterdam. 

Eastern  Europe  and  the  USSR 

U.S.  agricultural  exports  to  Eastern  Europe  and  the  USSR  fell  13  percent  in  fiscal 
I97I+ — to  $1.2  billion  from  a  high  of  $1.4  billion  a  year  earlier.  The  43-percent  de¬ 
cline  in  shipments  to  the  USSR  (from  $900  million  in  fiscal  1973  to  $509  million  in 
fiscal  1974,  excluding  transshipments  through  Canadian  ports)  offset  a  53-percent  in¬ 
crease  in  shipments  to  Eastern  Europe  ($686  million  in  fiscal  1974,  $450  million  a 
year  earlier).  The  sharp  decrease  in  value  of  U.S.  farm  exports  to  the  USSR  stemmed 
from  increased  grain  production  within  the  USSR,  decreasing  their  need  to  import  U.S. 
grain. 

The  increase  in  our  agricultural  exports  to  Eastern  Eirrope  occurred  primarily  in  wheat 
and  soybean  oil  cake  and  meal.  Poland  accounted  for  most  of  the  gain,  with  exports 
to  that  country  approaching  $310  million.  Increases  also  occurred  to  East  Germany, 
Yugoslavia,  and  Romania. 

Latin  America 

U.S.  farm  exports  to  Latin  America  in  fiscal  1974  totaled  $2.4  bilTion,  more  than 
doubling  the  level  of  the  previous  year.  The  increase  occurred  mainly  in  shipments 
to  Colombia,  Bolivia,  Chile,  Brazil,  Ecuador,  and  the  Dominican  Republic. 

The  Caribbean  countries  increased  their  imports  of  U.S.  agricialtural  products  by  70 
percent  to  an  alltime  high  of  $324  million.  This  was  due  to  continued  rising  demand 
from  the  hotel  and  tourist  trade,  as  well  as  the  demand’  generated  by  per  capita  income 
and  population  growth. 

Adverse  weather  that  caused  grain  production  to  fall  in  many  Latin  American  countries 
was  the  principal  reason  for  the  marked  increase  in  U.S.  agricultural  exports  to  Latin 
America.  Population  growth  and  rising  per  capita  incomes  also  increased  the  demand 
for  more  and  higher  quality  food  (Latin  America’s  population  is  gaining  about  3  per¬ 
cent  annually,  or  5  million  additional  people  each  year).  Finally,  many  Latin  American 
countries  are  able  to  purchase  more  U.S.  farm  products  due  to  higher  export  earnings 
from  their  raw  materials,  particularly  petroleum  and  metal  ores. 

Table  7. — U.S.  agricultural  exports  to  the  People's  Republic  of  China’: 

Quantity  and  value  by  commodity,  June  1974  and  July- June  1973/74 


Commodity 

Unit 

June 

July-June 

Quantity  ) 

Value 

)  Quantity 

Value 

Thousands 

1,000 

dollars 

Thousands 

1,000 

dollars 

Wheat,  unmilled  ... 

M.ton 

0 

0 

2,994 

317,272 

Corn,  ■unmilled  .... 

do . 

152 

4,139 

16,646 

1,759 

24,341 

188,688 

Soybeans  . 

Bu. 

27^938 

142,302 

Cotton ,  raw  . 

R  .bale 

27 

0 

5,322 

843 

187,542 

Tobacco,  unmanu.  .. 

Lb. 

0 

3,394 

4,077 

Tallow,  inedible  .  . 

do . 

0 

0 

46,832 

8,883 

Soybean  oil ,  crude 
Other  . 

do . 

0 

0 

4 

15,430 

2,471 

281 

Total  . 

— 

— 

49,910 

— 

851,516 
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Ma.ior  Commodities  Exported 


Grains,  mainly  wheat  and  feed  grains,  accounted  for  nearly  three-fifths  of  the  increase 
.in  U.S.  agricultural  exports  in  fiscal  197^.  Significant  increases  also  occurred  for 
soybeans,  protein  meal,  tobacco,  cotton,  fruits  and  vegetables,  and  animal  products. 
Only  dairy  products  and  hides  and  skins  showed  declines. 

New  export  records  were  established  for  corn,  soybeans,  soybean  meal,  tobacco,  grape¬ 
fruits,  and  a  number  of  other  commodities. 

Grains 


U.S.  exports  of  grains  and  preparations,  at  $10.3  billion,  were  nearly  double  the  year- 
earlier  level  of  $5.3  billion.  The  value  of  shipments  increased  for  all  commodities, 
with  wheat  and  feed  grains  accounting  for  most  of  the  increase.  Althou^  about  three- 
fourths  of  the  value  increase  stemmed  from  higher  prices,  the  volume  of  feed  grain 
exports  zoomed  from  35  million  tons  in  fiscal  1973  to  a  record  i+4  million  tons  in  fiscal 
197^+. 

Feed  grain  exports  to  Japan  increased  by  nearly  2  million  tons  to  a  record  of  10.2 
million  tons.  Supplies  in  other  major  exporting  countries  were  down.  At  the  same 
time,  there  was  a  substantial  increase  in  demand  for  feed  from  Japan's  expanding 
livestock  industry.  In  fiscal  197^»  pork  and  poultry  meat  production  in  Japan  was 
up  nearly  10  percent  from  a  year  earlier.  Our  share  of  Japan's  feed  grain  imports 
was  62  percent.  Exports  to  the  enlarged  European  Community  (EC),  the  People's  Republic 
of  China,  the  USSR,  and  Mexico  were  up  about  1  million  tons  to  each  jnarket .  Increases 
also  occurred  to  other  Western  Europe  and  East  European  countries.  Some  reasons  for 
the  substantial  rise  in  U.S.  exports  include  the  reduced  feeding  of  wheat  in  the 
European  Community,  a  substitution  of  grains  for  protein  meal  last  year,  reduced  sup¬ 
plies  of  feed  grains  from  other  major  suppliers,  and  higher  prices  along  with  reduced 
supplies  of  nongrain  feeds. 

• 

Strong  foreign  demand  for  U.S.  grain  continued  in  fiscal  197^  despite  improved  harvests 
in  the  Southern  Hemisphere  countries.  Coarse  grain  production  in  Argentina,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  rose  to  17  million  tons  in  fiscal  197^  from  15-7  million  a  year  earlier,  while 
the  Republic  of  South  Africa's  feed  grain  crop  increased  to  a  record  11.7  million 
tons  from  the  4.6  million  tons  in  1973. 

In  fiscal  1974,  U.S.  wheat  export  volume  totaled  31.2  million  tons — about  1  million 
tons  below  the  fiscal  1973  level.  The  unit  value,  however,  doubling  to  over  $4.00 
a  bushel,  pushed  the  value  of  wheat  exports  to  a  record  $4.7  billion.  Some  of  the 
reasons  for  the  continued  high  level  of  U.S.  wheat  exports  Included  relatively  low 
stocks  around  the  world,  increased  population,  relatively  tight  world  rice  supplies, 
and  growth  of  incomes  in  principal  consuming  countries,  especially  in  the  developing 
countries . 

The  People's  Republic  of  China  was  the  top  market  for  UoS.  wheat,  taking  around  3  mil¬ 
lion  tons,  compared  with  around  600,000  tons  in  fiscal  1973.  In  contrast,  exports 
to  the  USSR  fell  to  about  2.7  million  tons  in  fiscal  1974  from  9.5  million  tons  a  year 
earlier.  The  record  USSR  grain  crop  of  over  222  million  tons  and  the  prospect  of  a 
favorable  crop  this  year  were  reasons  behind  the  decline.  Other  important  markets 
for  U.S.  wheat  included  Italy,  India,  Brazil,  Argentina,  Colombia,  Poland,  Venezuela, 
Peru,  Chile,  Indonesia,  Pakistan,  Bangladesh,  North  Africa,  Middle  East  countries, 

Japan,  the  Republic  of  China  (Taiwan),  and  Mexico.  Over  90  percent  of  the  wheat  ex¬ 
ports  were  commercial  sales  for  dollars.  Developing  countries  took  l6.1  million  tons, 
compared  with  11.9  million  tons  in  fiscal  1973.  However,  developed  countries  continued 
to  be  a  very  important  market  for  U.S.  wheat,  taking  about  7.5  million  tons. 
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The  value  of  U.S.  rice  exports  reached  a  record  of  nearly  $75^  million  in  fiscal  197U 
because  of  substantially  higher  prices  which  were  largely  due  to  reduced  crop  produc¬ 
tion  in  Asia.  Rice  export  volume,  at  1.5  million  tons,  was  down  about  a  fifth  from 
the  fiscal  1973  level.  Most  of  the  decline  occurred  in  shipments  under  Government- 
financed  programs,  primarily  to  South  Korea,  South  Vietnam,  and  Indonesia.  But  exports 
to  West  Asian  and  North  African  countries  increased.  Also,  the  European  Community 
and  countries  in  the  Caribbean  took  more  U.S.  rice  in  the  past  year.  Because  of 
the  substantial  rise  in  rice  prices,  wheat  was  substituted  for  rice  in  some  normally 
rice-consuming  countries. 

Oilseeds 

Exports  of  oilseeds  and  products  gained  U9  percent  in  fiscal  197^  to  reach  a  record 
$5.2  billion.  Most  of  Lhe  increase  stemmed  from  higher  prices.  However,  the  volume 
of  soybeans,  soybean  meal,  and  soybean  oil  increased  3-6  percent. 

Our  soybean  exports  got  off  to  a  very  late  start  in  fiscal  197^  because  of  the  embargo 
from  June  to  September,  the  reduced  carryin  of  only  60  million  biishels,  and  the  late 
soybean  harvest.  Higher  prices  and  a  tight  shipping  situation  were  also  factors. 

After  mid-January,  however,  exports  of  soybeans  started  gaining,  and  shipments  for 
the  fiscal  year  totaled  about  519  million  bushels,  compared  with  505  million  in  fiscal 
1973.  The  European  Community  and  the  PRC  accounted  for  the  increase,  while  exports 
to  Japan  fell  25  million  bushels  to  101  million  bushels.  Part  of  the  growth  in  our 
soybean  exports  was  due  to  the  continuing  demand  for  meat  and  other  livestock  products 
in  many  developed  countries.  Carryover  effects  from  1972 — the  failure  of  the  Peruvian 
anchovy  catch  and  reduced  peanut  meal  supplies  in  Africa  and  Asia — were  also  factors. 

Soybean  meal  exports  during  fiscal  197^  totaled  5=1  million  tons — about  U  percent 
above  the  year-earlier  volume.  Because  of  higher  prices,  the  value  of  shipments 
increased  5^  percent  to  reach  over  $1  billion.  The  increase  in  shipments  occurred 
primarily  to  the  EC  and  Eastern  Europe.  Exports  to  the  European  Community,  the  largest 
market  for  U.S.  soybean  meal,  totaled  3.0  million  tons,  about  1  percent  ahead  of  a 
year  earlier. 

U.S.  soybean  oil  exports  in  fiscal  197^  were  about  100' million  pounds  above  the  year- 
earlier  level.  Our  exports  rose  partly  because  drought  caused  a  sharp  reduction 
in  the  Philippines’  coconut  oil  output.  Also,  vegetable  oil  consumption  has  been 
increasing  substantially,  not  only  in  the  developed  countries  but  also  in  the  developing 
countries,  which  accounted  for  a  large  share  of  our  increased  exports  during  the  past 
year. 

The  value  of  soybean  “oil  shipments  was  up  105  percent  to  a  record  $295  million,  largely 
because  prices  were  more  than  double  the  fiscal  1973  level.  Exports  of  cottonseed 
oil  totaled  569  million  pounds — about  equal  to  the  fiscal  1973  level.  However,  as 
with  soybean  oil,  value  was  up  sharply  becaiise  of  the  higher  prices. 

Cotton 


U.S.  cotton  exports  during  fiscal  197^  rose  by  1  million  bales  to  5.7  million.  Value 
increased  proportionately  more  because  of  a  substantial  rise  in  prices.  Cotton  exports 
to  the  PRC  totaled  about  8U3,000  bales  in  fiscal  197^ j  almost  doubling  the  year-earlier 
level  and  accounting  for  a  large  part  of  the  fiscal  year  gain.  Increases  also  occurred 
for  Far  East  countries,  especially  Taiwan,  South  Korea,  Malaysia,  the  Philippines, 

Hong  Kong,  and  Thailand.  Cotton  exports  to  Western  Europe,  on  the  other  hand,  were 
somewhat  lower  than  in  fiscal  1973,  while  those  to  Canada  were  up  only  slightly. 

The  substantial  rise  in  petroleum  prices  made  cotton  somewhat  more  competitive  with 
manmade  fibers.  U.S.  exporters  honored  their  contracts  even  with  the  substantial  rise 
in  world  prices,  while  contracts  in  many  countries  were  canceled  because  of  the  price 
increase. 
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Tobacco 


0\ar  fiscal  197^  tobacco  exports  totaled  over  69O  million  pounds,  about  17  percent  more 
than  the  592  million  pounds  shipped  a  year  earlier.  Value  rose  about  one-fourth  to 
a  record  $8l3  million.  While  most  of  the  increase  occurred  in  shipments  of  flue-cured 
tobacco,  exports  of  burley,  bulk  smoking  tobacco,  and  tobacco  stems  also  showed  sub¬ 
stantial  gains.  More  flue-cured  tobacco  went  to  the  United  Kingdom,  West  Germany, 

Italy,  the  Netherlands,  Japan,  the  Republic  of  China  (Taiwan),  and  Australia.  Burley 
tobacco  exports  rose  to  the  EC,  the  Philippines,  Japan,  and  Brazil.  Bulk  smoking 
tobacco  exports  gained  to  Switzerland,  Spain,  the  Dominican  Republic,  Ecuador,  Australia, 
and  the  Canary  Islands. 

Fruits  and  Preparations 

Foreign  demand  for  U.S,  fruits  and  preparations  gained  sharply  in  the  past  year  because 
of  more  plentiful  U.S.  supplies,  increased  incomes  overseas,  and  oirr  better  competitive 
position  following  realignment  of  currencies.  Exports  of  fruits  and  preparations 
increased  by  one-third  to  a  record  of  nearly  $600  million.  Higher  prices  accounted 
for  about  5^  percent  of  the  increase,  volixme  was  up  1^+  percent. 

All  of  the  major  groups  showed  substantial  gains ,  but  fresh,  canned,  and  dried  friiits 
showed  the  biggest  dollar  gains,  Canada  is  by  far  our  largest  market  for  fruits  and 
preparations,  taking  over  $226  million  or  38  percent  of  the  fiscal  197^  shipments. 

Exports  also  increased  to  Japan,  Europe,  the  Far  East,  and  the  Middle  East. 

Nuts  and  Preparations 

U.S,  exports  of  nuts  and  preparations  rose  an  astonishing  79  percent  in  value  in 
fiscal  197^ >  reaching  a  record  of  $158  million.  Almonds  benefiting  from  an  improved 
harvest,  and  walnuts  accounted  for  most  of  the  increase  with  larger  shipments  going 
to  Canada,  West  Germany,  Japan,  Spain,  and  other  West  E\iropean  countries. 

Vegetables 

A  substantial  rise  in  shipments  of  fresh  vegetables,  pulses,  and  canned  vegetables 
pushed  the  export  value  of  vegetables  and  products  to  an  alltime  high  of  $U07  million — 
two-fifths  larger  than  a  year  earlier.  Higher  prices  for  vegetables  were  a  principal 
factor  in  the  increase.  Overall,  the  average  export  unit  value  was  up  nearly  one-third 
from  the  fiscal  1973  level. 

Fresh  vegetable  exports  gained  mainly  to  Japan  and  Canada.  Pulse  exports  increased 
to  over  $100  million  from  $64  million  a  year  earlier.  Principal  gains  occurred  to 
Canada,  the  Dominican  Republic,  West  Germany,  Australia,  and  New  Zealand.  Most  of 
the  value  increase  occiirred  in  dry  beans,  as  the  export  volume  of  dried  peas  declined. 

Animals  and  Products 

Exports  of  animals  and  animal  products  rose  by  around  one-third  to  $1,8  billion  in 
fiscal  1974,  with  the  major  gains  occurring  for  live  cattle,  poultry  meat,  and  inedible 
tallow.  Shipnents  of  dairy  products  and  hides  and  skins  fell,  primarily  because  of 
increased  competition  from  other  major  exporters.  (Dairy  products  were  in  very  tight 
supply  in  the  United  States,  and  our  imports  rose  sharply  to  meet  domestic  requirements.) 
Live  cattle  exports, rose  to  over  $150  million.  Canada,  accounting  for  most  of  the 
gain,  took  over  $110  million  worth.  Relatively  tight  supplies  and  higher  prices  en- 
coirraged  Canadian  meatpackers  to  purchase  more  from'the  United  States.  However,  exports 
dropped  sharply  after  the  Canadians  banned  imports  of  beef,  veal,  and  sheep  containing 
DES. 
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Hide  and  skin  exports  declined  about  one-tenth  to  $U60  million  in  fiscal  197^.  Demand 
fell  somewhat  because  of  high  prices,  larger  supplies  of  cattle  hides  from  other 
exporters,  and  greater  supplies  of  synthetic  substitutes.  The  export  -unit  value  of 
cattle  hides  declined  by  $1.58  a  piece  in  fiscal  197^. 

Exports  of  poultry  and  poultry  products  were  up  over  two-fifths  to  a  record  of  $li+3 
million.  The  biggest  increases  occurred  for  young  whole  fresh  chickens,  chicken 
parts,  turkeys,  and  turkey  parts.  The  very  tight  world  meat  situation  at  the  beginning 
of  the  fiscal  year  stimulated  U.S.  exports  of  poultry  meat. 

Inedible  tallow  exports  more  than  doubled  to  a  record  of  $^73  million,  again  because 
of  a  very  tight  world  supply  situation.  While  the  quantity  increased  about  2  percent 
t*o  2.3  billion  pounds,  value  was  up  115  percent  to  $U33  million,  primarily  because 
of  higher  prices. 

Exports  of  meats  and  products  increased  by  3  percent  in  value  but  fell  nearly  10  per¬ 
cent  in  volume.  Increased  beef  supplies  and  import  restrictions  in  major  markets  dis¬ 
couraged  U.S.  meat  exports  in  the  last  half  of  fiscal  197^. 


-19- 


Table  8,--U,S,  agricultural  exports  to  COMECON:  Quantity  and  value  by  principal  commodities  and  countries, 

fiscal  years  1973  and  1974  1/ 


East  Germany 

Czechoslovakia 

Hungary 

Commodity 

Unit 

Quantity 

Value 

Quantity 

Value 

Quantity 

Value 

1973  • 

1974 

1973  ; 

1974 

1973 

1974 

1973  ; 

1974 

1973  .  .  = 

1974 

1973 

1974 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

Thou. 

Thou. 

dollars 

dollars 

Thou. 

Thou. 

dollars 

dollars 

Thou, 

Thou. 

dollars 

dollars 

148 

0 

8,814 

0 

64 

0 

4,078 

994 

0 

Corn,  unmllled  . 

do. 

0 

144 

0 

14,775 

18 

46 

3,066 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Barley,  unmllled  . 

do. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

16 

0 

920 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Oats,  unmllled  . . 

do. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15 

0 

1,550- 

Grain  sorghums  . . . 

do. 

0 

ll 

0 

1,123 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Rye,  uninilled  . . . 

do. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Rice  . . 

do. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Oil  cake  and  meal . . 

do. 

0 

33 

0 

10,765 

157 

107 

22,069 

27,471 

101 

88 

16,416 

20,400 

Soybeans  . 

Bu. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

266 

0 

1,270 

0 

14 

0 

76 

Linseed  oil,  raw  . . . 

Lb. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Cattle  hides,  whole  . 

No. 

4 

16 

122 

152 

1,066 

612 

20,631 

10,572 

84 

145 

1,359 

2,094 

Rble 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1.994 

4.414 

6.461 

5,981 

3.051 

5.218 

?  ,  8?6 

..9,330 

Poland 

.  USSR 

Romania 

Quantity 

Value 

Quantity 

Value 

Quantity 

Value 

1973  * 

1974 

1973  ; 

1974 

1973 

1974 

1973  ; 

1974 

1973  ; 

1974 

1973 

1974 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

Thou. 

Thou. 

dollars 

dollars 

Thou. 

Thou. 

dollars 

dollars 

Thou. 

Thou. 

dollars 

dollars 

Mton 

do. 

641 

509 

508 

38,362 

34,863 

52,602 

53,286 

9,409 

3,274 

2,716 

4,123 

560,623 

181,589 

217,418 

237,329 

29 

■229 

1,440 

12,644 

Corn,  unmilled  . . 

525 

51 

6,150 

Barley,  unmilled  . . 

do. 

59 

112 

2,844 

11,954 

159 

13 

6,316 

858 

0 

24 

0 

2,672 

Oats,  unmilled  . . . 

do. 

0 

82 

0 

7,381 

37 

0 

1,355 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

27 

0 

2,293 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Rye,  -unmllled  . . 

do. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

204 

410 

13,587 

37.744 

0 

11 

0 

1,294 

Pice 

do. 

0 

17 

0 

7,651 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

321 

308 

51,788 

23,308 

81,761 

36,732 

0 

0 

0 

118 

713 

153 

0 

16,048 

37,451 

0 

Soybeans  . 

Bu. 

5,331 

4,636 

31,516 

654 

119,191 

557 

5*745 

Linseed  oil,  raw . . 

Lb. 

91,991 

36,195 

8,018 

8,391 

46,295 

22,044 

4,626 

2,660 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Cattle  hides,  whole  . 

No. 

714 

528 

14,975 

10,639 

343 

171 

8,298 

3,203 

1,013 

1,421 

21,026 

22,376 

Rble 

58 

26 

9,137 

7,988 

0 

0 

0 

0 

72 

89 

11,568 

38,760 

Other  . . . .  .^ . . . 

151792 

25^586 

5,004 

9,192 

2*022 

•  *260 

199,087 

306,264 

900,589 

508,961 

70,453 

108,963 

Bulgaria 

Total 

COMECON 

Quantity 

Value 

Quantity 

Value 

1973 

1974 

■  1973  V 

1974 

1973- 

1974 

•  1973  * 

1974 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

Thou. 

Thou. 

dollars  dollars 

Thou. 

Th2Hi 

dollars  dollars 

0 

0 

0 

0 

10,291 

3,225 

613,317  270,020 

Corn,  unmllled  . 

do. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4*046 

4^872 

230^090  314^606 

Barley,  unmilled  . 

do. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

234 

149 

10,080 

15,484 

Oats,  unmilled  . . 

do. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

37 

97 

1,355 

8,931 

Grain  sorghums  . 

do. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

38 

0 

3,416 

Rye,  unmilled  . 

do. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

204 

421 

13,587 

39,038 

Rice 

do. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

17 

0 

7,651 

Oil  cake  and  meal  . . 

do. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

697 

689 

106,321 

L77,848 

Soybeans  . 

Bu. 

13 

0 

69 

0 

37,575 

5,570 

148,313 

38,635 

Linseed  oil,  raw  . 

Lb. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

138,286 

58,239 

12,644 

11,051 

Cattle  hides,  whole  . 

No. 

15 

28 

359 

451 

3,239 

2,921 

66,770 

49,487 

Rble 

0 

0 

0 

0 

130 

115 

20,705 

46,748 

1.555 

1.839 

3^879 

52.490 

1 

2,290 

1,259,( 

)61  1.035.405 

\l  Preliminary. 
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table  9,U,S,  agricultural  exports  to  EC  QUANTITY  AND  VALUE  BY  COMMODITY 
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table  12.— u.s,  agricultural  Exports*  quantity  and  value  by  commodity  and  country— continued 
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table  12,— u#s,  agricultural  exportsi  quantity  and  value  by  commodity  and  country— continued 
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PEACHES*  canned  MLB  111*353  127*934  17*389  24*465  2*018  3*078  355  649 

CANADA  40*879  44*139  6*990  8,309  1*602  2*085  278  417 

brazil  476  2*529  74  492  32  5  5  1 

SWEDEN  2,650  6*368  461  1,286  5  57  1  13 

UK-NO  IRELAND  498  4,734  83  941  7  218  2  60 


I  JULY-JUNE  I  JUNE 

COMMODITY  AND  COUNTRY  UNIT  I  QUANTITY  VALUE  I  QUANTITY  VaLUE 

I  72/73  73/74  1/  72/73  73/74  1/  I  1973  1974  1/  1973  1974  1/ 

1*000  DOL.  1*000  DOL.  1*000  DOL.  1*000  DOL 
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ALMONDS*  SHELLED  BASIS  MLB  59.897  69,800  50,588  99,711  2,048  2*512  1*999  3*847 

SWEDEN  3*516  3*458  2*883  5,191  12  33  9  46 


Table  12,— u.s,  agricultural  exportsi  quantity  and  value  by  commodity  and  country— continued 
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table  i2,-.u.s,  agricultural  exportsi  quantity  and  value  by  commodity  and  country— continued 
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Table  12.— u.s.  agricultural  exportsi  quantity  and  value  by  commodity  and  country— continued 
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SPECIAL  in  this  issue 


VALUE  OF  U.S.  AGRICULTURA.L  IMPORTS  UP  30  PERCENT  IN  FISCAL  197i+ 

Because  of  higher  prices,  U.S.  agricultural  imports  advanced  30  percent  in  value 
during  fiscal  197^ j  reaching  $9.5  billion.  Volume  remained  about  the  same  as  in  fiscal 
1973.  Divergent  commodity  import  trends  took  place,  however,  with  widespread  volume 
declines  offsetting  the  gains.  Volume  increases  for  swine,  pork,  eggs,  dairy  products, 
wheat,  cotton,  sugar,  certain  fruits  and  vegetables,  tobacco,  wines,  and  malt  beverages 
were  counterbalanced  by  reductions  in  cattle,  beef,  mutton,  wool,  oilbearing  materials, 
seeds,  coffee,  cocoa  products,  hard  fibers,  spices,  silk,  and  many  fruits,  vegetables, 
and  edible  nuts . 


Competitive  Imports 

Competitive  farm  product  imports,  at  over  $6.2  billion  in  fiscal  197^5  were  up  near¬ 
ly  one-third  in  value.  Volume  changed  little,  however,  since  gains  for  some  commodities 
were  largely  offset  by  declines  for  others.  For  dutiable  cattle,  entries  fell  to 
897j000  head  from  nearly  1.2  million,  a  25-percent  drop;  because  of  higher  prices, 
value  was  down  only  5  percent  to  $177  million.  Export  controls  imposed  by  Mexico  and 
reduced  U.S.  demand  in  recent  months  lowered  feeder  cattle  import  numbers  significant¬ 
ly.  Imports  of  feeder  cattle  weighing  200-700  pounds  dropped  to  721,000  head  in  fiscal 
197^  from  9555OOO  in  fiscal  1973;  Mexico's  shipments  declined  to  647,000  head  from 
802,000  head. 

Beef  and  veal  imports  totaled  1.47  billion  pounds,  compared  with  1.5  billion  pounds 
in  fiscal  1973.  However,  value  increased  30  percent  to  over  $1.25  billion  due  to 
higher  prices.  Imports  of  fresh  or  frozen  boneless  beef,  the  major  item  in  this  cat¬ 
egory,  declined  to  1.26  billion  pounds  from  1.3  billion  pounds;  import  -unit  values 
averaged  82  cents  per  pound,  compared  with  63  cents  in  fiscal  1973. 

Australia,  New  Zealand,  Mexico,  Canada,  Guatemala,  Nicaragua,  El  Salvador,  and  Costa 
Rica  shipped  less  beef  and  veal;  while  entries  from  Ireland  and  the  United  Kingdom  were 
higher.  Mexico  and  several  Central  American  countries  have  placed  export  restrictions 
on  beef  to  provide  more  for  domestic  consumption.  Toward  the  end  of  fiscal  1974 — in 
April  through  June — U.S.  imports  of  fresh,  chilled,  or  frozen  beef  dropped  below  year- 
earlier  volume  because  of  declining  consumption  and  increased  domestic  production. 

Lower  prices  also  provided  less  incentive  for  foreign  suppliers  to  ship  beef  to  the 
United  States. 

Swine  imports,  all  from  Canada,  amounted  to  151,000  head  ($15.8  million)  in  fiscal 
1974,  compared  with  65  million  ($6.2  million)  a  year  earlier.  Pork  imports  totaled 
392  million  pounds,  up  1  percent  from  fiscal  1973.  Price  increases,  associated  main¬ 
ly  with  devaluation,  raised  value  by  nearly  37  percent  to  $467  million.  Canned  ham 
and  shoulder  entries  rose  2  percent  to  305  million  pounds  (value  was  38  percent 
higher  at  $399  million).  The  Netherlands,  Yugoslavia,  Romania,  and  Hungary  accounted 
for  the  import  gain.  Most  imports  of  other  pork  products  declined  or  held  at  their 
preceding  year's  volume;  values  were  generally  higher  due  to  price  increases. 


Table  13.--U.S„  agricultural  imports:  Value  by  commodity, 
July- June  and  1973/74 


Commodity  or  commodity 


Supplementary 


group 


July- June 


Change 


1972/73  ;  1973/74  1/ 


--  tliUlon  dfl.U3.i:£  -- 


Percent 


Animals  and  animal  products:  ; 

Cattle  and  calves  . :  195  I88 

Dairy  products  and  eggs  . . :  2OO  461 

Hides  and  skins,  including  furskins  X50  153 

Meats  and  meat  products,  excluding  poultry:  : 

Beef  and  veal  . :  955  1,256 

Pork  . . :  342  467 

Other  meats  and  products  . 53  53 

Sausage  casings  . 27  32 

Wool,  apparel  . .....:  37  27 

Other  animals  and  animal  products  . : _ ]JJ _ 143 

Total  animals  and  products  . :  2,081 _ 2.785 


-4 

+131 

+2 

+30 

+37 

+9 

+19 

-28 

+29 

+34 


Cotton,  raw,  excluding  linters  . :  6 

Feeds  and  fodders,  excluding  oil  cake  . :  46 

Fruits  and  preparations  . „:  206 

Grains  and  preparations  . S  104 

Nuts  and  preparations,  edible  . . :  134 

Oilseeds,  oilnuts,  and  products:  : 

Coconut  oil  . :  59 

Copra  . :  33 

Olive  oil,  edible  . :  27 

Other  oilseeds  and  products  . . :  105 

Seeds  and  nursery  stock,  excluding  oilseeds  . ...:  52 

Sugar  and  molasses:  : 

Sugar,  cane  or  beet  . . .....:  827 

Molasses,  inedible  . :  70 

Tobacco,  unmanufactured  . .:  153 

Vegetables  and  preparations  . .:  409 

Wines  and  malt  beverages:  : 

Wines  . :  250 

Malt  beverages  . :  42 

Other  supplememtary  vegetable  products  . : _ 103 

Total  supplementary  products  . . ; _ 4.707 


15 

51 

227 

133 

160 

128 

37 

32 

208 

77 

1,214 

118 

187 

400 

277 

59 

139 

6.247 


+177 

+11 

+10 

+27 

+20 

+118 

+12 

+21 

+98 

+48 

+47 

+70 

+22 

-2 

+11 

+40 

+35 

+33 


Complementary 


Bananas,  fresh  . . . 

Cocoa  and  chocolate: 

Cocoa  beans  . . 

Cocoa  butter  . 

Cocoa  and  chocolate  prepared  . 
Coffee: 

Coffee,  green  or  crude  . 

Coffee,  soluble  . 

Drugs,  crude . 

Essential  oils  . . . . 

Fibers,  unmanufactured  . . 

Rubber,  crude: 

Rubber,  crude,  dry  form  . 

Rubber,  latex  . 

Silk,  raw  . 

Spices  . 

Tea,  crude  . 

Wool,  carpet  . 

Other  complementary  products  . . . 

Total  complementary  products 


193 

197 

191 

289 

29 

40 

61 

80 

1,485 

1,688 

102 

112 

30 

31 

42 

75 

19 

25 

201 

446 

28 

37 

7 

5 

63 

86 

65 

74 

51 

32 

50 

52 

2.617_ 3.269 


+2 

+51 

+38 

+31 

+14 

+10 

+3 

+78 

+33 

+122 

+33 

-34 

+37 

+14 

-38 

+4 

+25 


Total  agricultural  imports 


7,324  9,516 


+30 


1/  Preliminary. 
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Fiscal  197^  dairy  product  imports  were  more  than  double  the  fiscal  1973  level.  Ex¬ 
panded  import  quotas  under  Section  22  of  the  Agricultural  Adjustment  Act  attracted 
more  cheese,  butter,  nonfat  dry  milk,  and  butteroil.  A  100-million-pound  increase 
in  the  Cheddar  cheese  import  quota  was  authorized  in  January  197U.  Over  5^+  million 
pounds  of  butter  (valued  at  $30.7  million)  and  2i+.5  million  pounds  of  butteroil  ($13.6 
million)  entered  following  the  November  1973  quota  increase.  Nonfat  dry  milk  import 
quota  authorizations  in  July  1973  (80  million  pounds),  August  1973  (lOO  million  pounds), 
and  March  197^  (150  million  pounds)  were  nearly  filled,  with  total  entries  for  fiscal 
197U  amounting  to  296  million  pounds  ($107  million).  Australia,  New  Zealand,  Canada, 
and  the  European  Community  (EC)  shipped  most  of  the  dairy  products  imported. 

The  value  of  hide  and  skin  imports  in  1973/7^  was  slightly  above  a  year  earlier  at 
$153  million.  Cattle  hide  and  calf  and  kip  skins  imports,  mostly  from  Canada,  were 
up  sharply  due  to  the  decline  in  domestic  slaughter.  Sheep  and  goat  skins  imports 
fell  off  with  reduced  supplies  in  major  exporting  countries  and  lower  U.S.  demand. 
Furskin  imports  advanced  in  value,  primarily  because  of  higher  prices.  Undressed 
mink  furskins — the  largest  component — fell  6  percent  in  volume  to  2.8  million  pieces, 
while  value  jumped  10  percent  to  $i+7  million. 

Fiscal  197^  imports  of  chicken  eggs  in  the  shell  totaled  10  million  dozen  ($U.9  mil¬ 
lion),  compared  with  8,7  million  dozen  ($3.2  million)  a  year  earlier.  Canada  shipped 
nearly  all  of  these  eggs . 

Apparel  wool  imports  dropped  sharply  with  domestic  mill  use  lower,  tight  supplies  in 
exporting  countries,  and  relatively  high  prices.  Fiscal  197^  entries  were  56  percent 
below  the  previous  year  at  I8.8  million  pounds  (grease  basis);  value  declined  28  per¬ 
cent  to  $27  million.  Australia,  the  primary  source  of  fine  (over  58' s)  shipped  only 
7.7  million  pounds  ($12  million)  to  U.S.  importers  in  fiscal  197^,  against  23  million 
pounds  ($19  million)  in  fiscal  1973.  Total  U.S.  imports  of  fine  wools  were  11  million 
pounds  ($16.5  million),  compared  with  31  million  potmds  ($26  million)  in  fiscal  1973. 

In  fiscal  197^,  U.S.  raw  cotton  imports  rose  to  UU,000  bales  (U80  pounds  each)  from 
37,500  bales  the  previous  year;  strong  price  increases  pushed  value  up  sharply  to  $15.3 
million  from  $5.5  million.  Larger  entries  from  Egypt,  Sudan,  Peru,  and  Mexico  ac¬ 
counted  for  most  of  the  additional  volume.  Cotton  import  unit  values  averaged  73  cents 
per  pound  ($35^.56  per  bale)  in  fiscal  197^,  compared  with  35  cents  ($lU7.12  per  bale) 
in  fiscal  1973.  Long-staple  cotton  entries  (1-3/8  inches  to  1-7/8  inches)  totaled 
8.5  million  pounds  valued  at  $9.0  million  in  fiscal  197^,  compared  with  5.8  million 
pounds  valued  at  $2.5  million  a  year  earlier,  with  export  unit  values  rising  from  k3  ' 
cents  to  $1.06  per  pound. 

U.S.  sugar  imports  in  fiscal  197^  totaled  5j^78,000  short  tons  (tel  quel),  8  percent 
above  the  year-earlier  level.  Value  jumped  47  percent  to  $1.21  billion,  with  unit 
values  averaging  $221.62  per  short  ton,  compared  with  $163.21  in  fiscal  1973.  Expanded 
quotas  under  the  Sugar  Act  attracted  more  foreign  sugar  as  demand  outpaced  domestic 
production.  First-come,  first-served  sugar  import  quotas  were  permitted  in  addition 
to  the  specific  country  quota  system.  Australia,  Peru,  the  Caribbean  area,  Malawi, 
and  Swaziland  accounted  for  most  of  the  import  gain. 

Molasses  imports  declined  to  390  million  gallons  in  fiscal  1974  from  446  million  gal¬ 
lons  a  year  earlier.  Value,  however,  rose  to  $ll8  million  from  nearly  $70  million 
as  average  unit  values  jumped  from  15.6  cents  to  30  cents  per  gallon.  The  largest 
suppliers  in  fiscal  1974  were  Mexico,  Brazil,  the  Dominican  Republic,  and  Australia. 
Volume  declines  were  reflected  in  imports  from  France,  Peru,  Guatemala,  South  Africa, 
and  Jamaica. 

Fruit  imports  totaled  $227  million  in  fiscal  1974,  10  percent  above  fiscal  1973’s 
$205.9  million.  Price  increases  and  some  volume  gains  occurred.  Berries,  cantaloupes. 
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Table  agricultural  imports:  Value  by  commodity,  fiscal  years  1964-74 
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Total  agricultural  imports  3/  . :  4,096  3,986  4,454  4,453  4,656  4,931  5,592  5,828  6,048  7,323  9,516 


fig  paste,  apple  juice,  prepared  apples,  apricots,  and  mangoes  accounted  for  most  of 
the  volume  increase.  Fresh  strawberry  imports  advanced  12  percent  to  k2.'J  million 
pounds;  value  was  up  7  percent  to  $7.6  million.  Frozen  strawberries  gained  5  percent 
to  112.5  million  pounds;  value  jumped  19  percent  to  $25.9  million.  Mexico  shipped 
most  of  the  imported  strawberries.  Fresh  blueberry  imports,  all  from  Canada,  in¬ 
creased  U6  percent  in  volume  to  nearly  5.6  million  pounds;  value  advanced  88  percent 
to  $1.6  million.  Fresh  grape  imports,  mostly  from  Chile,  were  up  more  than  50  percent 
to  30  million  pounds  and  $5  million.  Canned  apple  imports,  more  than  double  the  year- 
earlier  level,  totaled  11.7  million  pounds  ($2.2  million);  Canada  was  the  principal 
source.  Dried  apricot  entries,  mainly  from  Australia,  also  more  than  doubled,  reaching 
5.1  million  pounds  valued  at  $3.1  million. 

Edible  nut  imports  were  valued  at  nearly  $l60  million  in  fiscal  197^5  20  percent  above 
fiscal  1973 *s  level.  DeiUir'.nd  for  edible  nuts  continued  to  increase,  despite  sharp  up¬ 
ward  price  movements.  The  volume  of  Brazil  nuts,  cashew  nuts,  pistachio  nuts,  coco¬ 
nuts  in  shell,  almonds,  and  walnuts  was  lower;  value  was  up  for  Brazils  and  cashews 
because  of  higher  prices.  Volume  and  value  increased  for  coconut  meat  and  filberts, 
with  higher  prices  driving  value  up  proportionately  more  than  volume.  For  example, 
coconut  meat  volume  rose  about  10  percent  while  value  more  than  doubled.  India, 
Mozambique,  Brazil,  Iran,  and  Turkey  were  the  main  sources  for  the  edible  nut  Imports. 

U.S.  imports  of  grains  and  preparations  amounted  to  $133  million  in  fiscal  197^5  com¬ 
pared  with  $10i+  million  a  year  earlier.  Wheat  imports  totaled  2.h  million  bushels 
($11  million),  whereas  they  were  insignificant  in  fiscal  1973.  Wheat  import  quotas 
under  Section  22  of  the  Agricultural  Adjustment  Act  were  suspended  in  Januarj  197^; 
all  the  entries  were  from  Canada  in  May  and  June.  Barley  imports,  all  from  Canada, 
dropped  to  8  million  bushels  from  13  million  bushels,  but  higher  prices  pushed  value 
to  $25  million  from  $21  million  in  fiscal  1973.  Most  grain  product  imports  fell  in 
volume,  while  values  rose.  However,  cereal  preparations,  mostly  from  Canada,  in¬ 
creased  to  3C  million  pounds  ($9.6  million)  from  26  million  pounds  ($7.2  million). 

U.S.  copra  imports  for  fiscal  197^  fell  to  a  record  low  216  million  pounds  from  over 
5C3  million  pounds  in  fiscal  1973.  However,  because  of  higher  prices,  value  rose  to 

$37  million  from  $33.5  million.  The  average  import  unit  value  for  copra  in  fiscal 

197^  was  17  cents  per  pound,  compared  with  6  cents  a  year  earlier.  In  March  197^ » 

it  was  26.5  cents  per  pound.  Drought  in  Asia,  the  reported  suspension  of  Philippine 

copra  exports  in  mid-February,  and  the  subsequent  imposition  of  substantially  higher 
export  taxses  accounted  for  the  drop  in  U.S.  copra  imports.  No  U.S.  imports  of 
Philippine  copra  have  entered  since  the  22.8  million  pounds  record  in  March  197^,  and 
none  are  expected  in  the  future  as  U.S.  crushing  operations  ended  in  April.  Flaxseed, 
sunflower  seed,  and  most  other  oilseed  imports  were  up  in  fiscal  197^. 

Coconut  oil  imports  in  fiscal  197^,  at  526  million  pounds,  were  sharply  lower  than 
in  fiscal  1973.  Steeply  higher  prices,  however,  resulted  in  the  import  value  more 
than  doubling  to  $128  million.  Virtually  all  U.S.  coconut  oil  imports  came  from  the 
Philippines,  which  produced  less  in  1973  due  to  drought.  Also,  higher  export  taxes 
were  imposed  in  March  197^.  Import  unit  values  for  coconut  oil  in  fiscal  197^  aver¬ 
aged  2h  cents  per  pound  against  8.5  cents  in  fiscal  1973.  In  June,  they  were  nearly 
i+3  cents  per  pound. 

Imports  of  palm  oil,  the  second  largest  vegetable  oil  import  in  terms  of  quantity, 
also  declined  in  volume,  while  value  climbed  sharply.  Malaysia,  the  principal  source 
of  U.S.  palm  oil  imports,  adopted  substantially  higher  export  taxes  on  palm  oil  in 
April  197^.  Import  unit  values  for  palm  oil  averaged  I6  cents  per  pound  in  fiscal 
197^j  compared  with  8.5  cents  the  preceding  year.  In  J-une  197^,  they  were  23  cents 
per  pound. 
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Table  15,--U.S,  agricultural  imports:  Value  by  commodity,  quarterly  1972/73  and  1973/74  \/  If 
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1/  Preliminary. 

2/  Totals  may  not  add  due  to  rounding. 

3/  Percent  change  computed  on  unrounded  data. 


With  the  decline  in  coconut  and  palm  oil  import  volume,  imports  of  other  available 
vegetable  oils  rose  markedly.  Castor  oil  imports  jumped  sharply  to  12k  million  pounds, 
the  highest  level  since  fiscal  1970.  Palm  kernel  oil  entries  were  a  record  126  million 
pounds.  Babassu  oil  imports  totaled  nearly  23  million  pounds,  compared  with  zero  in 
fiscal  1973. 

Imports  of  vegetables  and  preparations  declined  in  fiscal  1974  to  $400  million  from 
the  record  $409  million  set  in  fiscal  1973.  Import  unit  values  declined  for  some 
fresh  vegetables,  notably  tomatoes,  cucumbers,  beans,  eggplant,  peppers,  and  squash 
from  Mexico.  Voliune  reductions  also  took  place,  mainly  for  tomatoes,  onions,  and 
eggplant.  Growing  conditions  in  the  main  U.S.  production  areas  were  better  than  in 
1972/73,  when  weather  damaged  crops.  However,  demand  continued  strong  for  some  items. 
Potato  imports  more  than  doubled,  with  prices  substantially  higher.  Import  volume 
also  rose  for  cucumbers,  garlic,  peas,  peppers,  squash,  and  asparagus. 

Prices  for  almost  all  prepared  vegetable  imports  were  higher  in  fiscal  1974.  Import 
volume  rose  for  dried  beans,  canned  asparagus,  chickpeas,  tapioca  flour,  hops,  and 
pimentos,  but  stayed  about  the  same  for  most  other  prepared  vegetables.  However, 
imports  of  canned  tomato  products  declined  sharply,  especially  purchases  from  Spain, 
Portugal,  and  Italy.  Limited  supplies  and  larger  shipments  to  other  countries  by  the 
major  producers  were  significant  factors. 

Imports  of  malt  beverages  were  up  20  percent  in  volume  to  38  million  gallons  in  fiscal 
1974.  Value  rose  40  percent  to  more  than  $58  million.  Leading  suppliers  of  beer  and 
ale  imports  were  the  Netherlands,  West  Germany,  Canada,  Mexico,  and  the  United  Kingdom. 

Imports  of  still  table  wine  (less  than  l4  percent  alcohol)  totaled  42.6  million  gal¬ 
lons  valued  at  $212  million,  compared  with  42.8  million  and  $190  million  a  year  earlier. 
Reduced  volume  from  France  and  West  Germany  was  mostly  offset  by  increases  from  Italy, 
Greece,  Chile,  Yugoslavia,  and  Argentina.  Since  December  1973,  monthly  import  voliime 
of  table  wine  has  been  below  year-earlier  levels,  and  unit  values  have  been  declining. 
The  average  import  unit  value  for  still  table  wines  was  $4.82  per  gallon  in  June  1974, 
compared  with  $5.11  a  year  earlier. 

Unmanufactured  tobacco  imports,  including  bulk  sitoking  tobacco,  totaled  298  million 
pounds  valued  at  $l87  million  in  fiscal  1974,  compared  with  260  million  pounds  valued 
at  $153  million  in  fiscal  year  1973.  Imports  of  unstemmed  oriental  leaf,  mostly  from 
Turkey,  rose  from  I56  million  to  172  million  pounds..  Unstemmed  hurley  leaf  volume, 
at  12.5  million  pounds,  was  6.5  million  pounds  higher,  with  sharply  higher  purchases 
from  Italy,  Mexico,  Venezuela,  and  Korea.  Scrap  tobacco  imports,  largely  from  the 
Philippines,  Mexico,  Brazil,  the  Dominican  Republic,  and  Argentina,  jumped  21  million 
to  90  million  pounds. 

Fiscal  1974  imports  of  cut  flowers  were  valued  at  $l8  million,  nearly  triple  the  fiscal 
1973  value.  Colombia  accounted  for  $l4.4  million  worth,  or  80  percent,  of  the  total, 
compared  with  $3.5  million  worth  or  55  percent  of  the  total  in  fiscal  1973.  Larger 
production  of  flowers  in  Colombia  for  export  by  air  freight  and  higher  U.S.  demand 
resulted  in  the  sharp  rise. 

Imports  of  spices  that  are  also  produced  in  the  United  States  nearly  doubled  in  value 
in  fiscal  1974,  reaching  $19  million,  with  sharp  increases  for  paprika  and  red  pepper. 

Noncompetitive  Imports 

Noncompetitive  items  account  for  slightly  over  one-third  of  total  U.S.  agricultural 
imports.  Fiscal  1974  imports  of  these  items  were  valued  at  $3.27  billion,  25  percent 
higher  than  in  fiscal  1973,  because  of  higher  prices.  Measured  by  a  quantity  index, 
however,  volume  declined  about  3  percent.  Volume  was  lower  for  coffee,  cocoa  products, 
fibers,  black  pepper,  and  carpet  wool. 
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Table  16.__u.S.  agricultural  imports:  Value  by  months,  July  1963  to  June  1974 
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_1/  Monthly  totals  for  July-December  1969  do  not  include  furskins. 
2^/  Preliminary. 

Totals  may  not  add  due  to  rounding. 


Banana  imports,  at  U.39  billion  pounds,  vere  slightly  above  the  fiscal  1973  level. 
Ecuador,  Honduras,  Guatemala,  and  Nicaragua  shipped  more,  but  these  gains  were  nearly 
offset  by  reductions  from  Costa  Rica  and  Panama.  Export  taxes  were  imposed  by  Honduras, 
Costa  Rica,  and  Panama  in  April  197^. 

In  fiscal  197^j  green  coffee  purchases  declined  3  percent  in  volume  to  2.9  billion 
pounds,  while  average  import  unit  values  rose  from  k9  cents  to  58  cents  per  pound. 

Volume  declines  from  Brazil,  Mexico,  Central  American  countries,  Indonesia,  Cameroon, 
Sierra  Leone,  Ivory  Coast,  Ethiopia,  and  Uganda  were  nearly  offset  by  gains  from 
Colombia,  Venezuela,  Angola,  India,  New  Guinea,  Rwanda,  Kenya,  and  Malagasy.  Soluble 
coffee  imports,  mostly  from  Brazil,  were  up  2-1/2  million  pounds  to  72  million  poiuids; 
value  rose  to  $112  million  from  $101.6  million.  Roasted  or  ground  coffee  imports  fell 
to  27  million  pounds  ($17  million)  from  3^  million  pounds  ($19  million);  Brazil  and 
Mexico,  the  largest  sources,  shipped  less,  while  the  Dominican  Republic  and  Colombia 
exported  more. 

Cocoa  bean  imports  dropped  sharply  (16  percent)  to  5IO  million  pounds  in  fiscal  197^, 
primarily  because  of  production  and  export  declines  in  West  Africa.  Ghana,  Nigeria, 
and  Ivory  Coast  shipped  substantially  less.  Drought  in  West  Africa  reduced  available 
supplies,  while  increased  demand  raised  prices  substantially.  The  average  import  unit 
value  for  cocoa  beans  was  56.6  cents  per  pound  in  fiscal  197*^j  compared  with  31  cents 
per  pound  in  fiscal  1973.  In  May  and  June  197^5  unit  values  averaged  67  cents  per 
pound.  Thus,  the  value  of  cocoa  bean  imports  in  fiscal  197^j  at  $289  million,  was 
51  percent  higher  than  a  year  earlier.  Cocoa  butter  imports,  at  30  million  pounds, 
were  down  27  percent  with  shipments  from  Brazil  falling  to  half  the  fiscal  1973  vol¬ 
ume.  Prices  increased  sharply,  however,  resulting  in  an  import  value  rise  to  $L0 
million  from  $29  million.  Unsweetened  cocoa  powder  and  cake  imports  totaled  15^  mil¬ 
lion  pounds,  about  the  same  as  in  fiscal  1973,  while  value  rose  to  $32  million  from 
$25  million.  Brazil  and  Nigeria  increased  their  shipments,  while  Ivory  Coast, 

Cameroon,  and  the  Dominican  Republic  shipped  less. 

Tea  imports  increased  12  percent  in  fiscal  197^  to  I81  million  pounds  valued  at  $7^ 
million.  Indonesia,  Kenya,  and  India  accounted  for  most  the  gain. 

Unground  black  pepper  entries  fell  to  50  million  pounds  in  fiscal  197^  from  a  record 
60  million  pounds  a  year  earlier.  Brazil  and  Indonesia  shipped  less,  while  India's 
share  increased.  Higher  prices  (56  cents  per  po-und  against  39  cents  in  fiscal  1973) 
raised  the  import  value  to  $28  million  from  $23.6  million.  Vanilla  bean  import  volume 
rose  7  percent  to  2.3  million  pounds,  mostly  because  of  larger  shipments  from  Indonesia, 
Malaysia,  and  Mexico.  Entries  from  Malagasy,  the  main  supplier  declined  9  percent 
to  1.86  million  pounds. 

Dry-form  natural  rubber  imports  in  fiscal  197^  were  the  highest  in  20  years,  totaling 
nearly  l,i+  billion  pounds  (62U,000  tons).  Increased  U.S.  demand  stemmed  primarily 
from  the  conversion  to  radial-ply  tire  production.  The  increase  in  demand  in  the 
United  States  and  other  countries  contributed  to  sharply  higher  natural  rubber  prices. 
Import  unit  values  for  dry-form  natural  rubber  averaged  32  cents  per  pound  in  fiscal 
197^,  compared  with  I6.6  cents  the  previous  fiscal  year,  raising  total  import  value  to 
$UU6  million  from  $200  million.  The  import  unit  value  in  May  197^  was  Uo  cents  per 
pound.  Countries  shipping  more  natural  rubber  to  the  United  States  in  fiscal  197^  in¬ 
cluded  Indonesia,  Malaysia,  Singapore,  Liberia,  Thailand,  and  Nigeria. 
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Table  17, --Average  unit  values  for  principal  imported  agricultural  products, 

fiscal  years  1971-74 


Commodity 

Unit 

1970/71  : 

1971/72  : 

1972/73  : 

1973/74  1/ 

--  Dollars 

-- 

Cattle,  200-700  lbs . 

No. 

90.64 

108.73 

142.44 

178.00 

Cattle,  700  lbs.  and  over  . 

do. 

410.26 

465.30 

451.77 

580.65 

Beef,  boneless,  fresh  or  frozen  .. 

Lb. 

.51 

.54 

.63 

.82 

Pork,  hams  and  shoulders,  canned  . 

do. 

.86 

.83 

.98 

1.31 

Pork,  frozen  . 

do  • 

.38 

.40 

.56 

.67 

Cheese,  Emmenthaler  . 

do. 

.57 

.61 

.63 

.73 

Cheese,  Edam  and  Gouda  . 

do. 

.50 

.60 

.66 

.73 

Milk,  dry,  not  over  3%  butterfat  , 

do. 

.14 

.23 

.31 

.36 

Casein,  excluding  mixtures  . 

do. 

.24 

.40 

.45 

.48 

Sheep  and  lamb  skins  . 

do. 

.73 

.87 

1.30 

1.40 

Mink  furskins,  undressed  . 

No. 

8.93 

10.68 

14.37 

16.86 

Wool,  apparel  . . 

Gib. 

.48 

.50 

.87 

1.44 

Cotton,  raw  . . . . 

Rble 

173.62 

170.20 

147.12 

346.35 

Apples,  fresh . . . . 

Lb. 

.10 

.  10 

.  11 

.  14 

Oranges,  fresh  . . . 

do . 

.08 

.06 

.07 

.08 

Oranges,  canned,  mandarin  . 

do. 

.22 

.21 

.22 

.24 

Cantaloupe,  fresh  . 

do. 

.05 

.06 

.07 

.07 

Pineapples,  canned  . 

do. 

.12 

.12 

.12 

.14 

Strawberries,  frozen  . 

do. 

.13 

.14 

.20 

.23 

Brazil  nuts,  shelled  . 

do. 

.40 

.50 

.47 

.59 

Pistachio  nuts,  not  shelled  . 

do. 

.57 

.74 

.77 

.95 

Cashew  nuts,  shelled  . 

do. 

.60 

.61 

.63 

.85 

Barley,  unmilled  . 

Bu. 

1.25 

1.20 

1.60 

3.15 

Biscuits,  cakes  and  wafers  . 

Lb. 

.37 

.39 

.43 

.49 

Copra  . . . 

do . 

.09 

.06 

.07 

.  17 

Coconut  oil  . - . 

.  13 

.  11 

.09 

.24 

Palm  oil  . . . . 

do . 

.  11 

.10 

.09 

.  17 

Sue-ar,  cane  or  beet  . . 

Ston 

140.66 

150.04 

163.23 

221.63 

Molasses,  inedible  . 

Gal. 

.  11 

.  12 

.  16 

.30 

Cucumbers,  fresh  . . . 

Lb. 

.09 

.08 

.09 

.05 

Onions,  fresh  or  dry  . 

do. 

.08 

.09 

.08 

.08 

Peppers,  fresh  . 

.  18 

.  17 

.  19 

.  11 

Squash,  fresh  . 

.13 

.13 

.  13 

.05 

Tomatoes,  fresh  . 

.  15 

.  15 

.  15 

.11 

Tomatoes,  canned  . . . 

.09 

.10 

.11 

.  17 

Tomato  paste  and  sauce  . 

do. 

.14 

.14 

.15 

.22 

Tobacco  leaf,  oriental  . 

do. 

.66 

.62 

.60 

.62 

Beer  and  ale . . . 

Gal. 

1.18 

1.19 

1.30 

1.53 

Wine,  still  grape  . . 

4.53 

4.40 

4.44 

4.97 

Bananas ,  fresh  . . 

Lb. 

.05 

.04 

.05 

.04 

Coffee,  green  . . . 

do , 

.44 

.40 

.49 

.58 

Coffee,  roasted  or  ground  . 

do. 

.45 

.49 

.56 

.63 

Coffee,  soluble  . . . 

do , 

1.49 

1.36 

1.46 

1.55 

Cocoa  beans  . . . 

do. 

.28 

.23 

.31 

.57 

Cocoa  butter  . 

do. 

.57 

.51 

.69 

1.33 

L ime  oil  . 

do. 

6.71 

6.32 

6.66 

6.48 

Sisal  and  henequin  . . 

Lton 

107.41 

109.95 

141.60 

233.88 

Rubber,  natural,  dry  . 

Lb. 

.16 

.14 

.17 

.32 

Rubber,  natural,  latex  . 

do. 

.17 

.16 

.17 

.30 

Pepper,  unground,  black  . 

do. 

.45 

.42 

.39 

.56 

Silk,  raw  . . . 

do . 

8.05 

8.00 

8.95 

13.15 

Vanilla  beans  . . . 

do . 

4.52 

4.72 

5.10 

5.57 

Tea,  crude  . . . . 

do , 

.39 

.42 

.40 

.41 

Wool,  carpet  . 

Gib. 

.35 

.40 

.72 

1.06 

\l  Preliminary. 
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Table  18.--U.S.  cheese  imports:  Quantity  and  value  by  type,  1972/73  and  1973/74 
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SPECIAL  in  this  issue 


GROWTH  IN  EGYPT'S  AGRICULTURAL  IMPORTS  CONTINUES 


John  B.  Parker  1^/ 

Imports  From  the  United  States 

Exports  of  U.S.  farm  products  to  Egypt  reached  $26U  million  in  fiscal  I97U — triple 
the  $83.3  million  recorded  in  fiscal  1973.  The  gain  put  Egypt  among  our  top  20  markets 
for  agricultural  exports — up  from  30th  place  in  fiscal  1973.  Egypt's  purchases  of 
OUT  farm  products  might  exceed  $500  million  in  fiscal  1975 placing  it  among  our  top 
15  export  markets. 


Some  of  our  fiscal  197^  exports  to  Egypt  showed  especially  notable  gains  over  1973 
levels: 

Wheat:  695 >000  tons  for  $121  million — up  from  291,000  tons  for  $25  million. 
Wheat  flour:  65,000  tons  for  $9  million — up  from  1,191  tons  for  $102,000. 

Corn:  UU5,000  tons  for  $52  million — up  from  132,366  tons  for  $8.6  million. 
Tallow:  71,000  tons  for  $31  million — up  from  56,lU6  tons  for  $11.3  million. 


Our  exports  of  cottonseed  oil  to  Egypt  in  fiscal  197^  fell  below  the  117,871  tons 
shipped  for  $3^.5  million  in  fiscal  1973.  But,  Egypt  was  nevertheless  our  top  market 
for  cottonseed  oil,  and  higher  prices  caused  the  value  to  rise  by  $8  million. 


Exports  of  tobacco,  soybean  meal,  baby  food,  and  other  processed  foods  to  Egypt  more 
than  doubled  in  fiscal  197^.  Our  tobacco  exports  to  Egypt  in  fiscal  1975  are  likely 
to  reach  $15  million — up  from  about  $2.5  million  in  fiscal  197^.  Part  of  the  in¬ 
crease  will  stem  from  a  Title  I,  P.L.  U80,  agreement,  signed  in  June  197^,  to  send 
U,289  tons  of  tobacco  to  Egypt  for  $10  million. 

P.L.  U80  sales  have  remained  small  as  a  share  of  our  total  farm  exports  to  Egypt  in 
recent  years.  No  shipments  under  Title  I,  P.L.  b80,  occurred  d\iring  fiscal  years  1968- 
7^.  In  fiscal  197^,  cash  purchases  of  wheat  and  corn  accounted  for  most  of  our  agri¬ 
cultural  exports  to  Egypt.  Shipments  of  food  products  for  donation  by  voluntary  agencies 
through  P.L.  U80  were  valued  at  about  $3  million,  still  only  about  1  percent  of  the 
total. 


Prior  to  the  1967  Arab-Israeli  war,  the  United  States  supplied  over  half  of  Egypt's 
food  imports,  mostly  through  P.L.  480.  As  a  result  of  a  diplomatic  break,  as  well 

IJ  Agricultural  Economist,  Developing  Comtries  Program  Area,  Foreign  Demand  And 
Competition  Division,  Economic  Research  Service. 
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Figure  U 


as  shortened  U.S.  supplies  in  the  late  1960's5  Egypt's  imports  of  U.S.  farm  products 
fell  to  a  low  of  $9  million  in  fiscal  I968.  Since  then,  our  export  of  farm  products 
to  Egypt  have  been  rising  steadily.  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  (CCC)  sales  con¬ 
tributed  to  a  rise  in  corn  exports  to  Egypt  during  fiscal  years  1971-7^.  On  April 
10,  197^5  the  CCC  announced  an  agreement  of  $2U.7  million  for  grain  sales  to  Egypt. 

Egypt's  imports  of  some  U.S.  commodities — wheat,  corn,  vegetable  oils,  tobacco,  tallow, 
and  frozen  foods,  for  example — are  likely  to  increase  in  the  next  few  years.  Imports 
of  wheat  flour  and  oil  cake  will  fluctuate  depending  upon  U.S.  prices  and  world  sup¬ 
plies.  Egypt's  list  of  items  piorchased  from  us  in  considerable  volume  is  likely  to 
grow  due  to  industrialization  and  further  modernization  of  food  marketing  and  house¬ 
hold  refrigeration.  However,  for  some  commodities,  competition  from  Eiirope  and  Australia 
will  limit  futirre  gains  in  U.S.  exports  to  Egypt. 

Total  Agricultural  Import s 

Egypt's  total  agricultural  imports  are  expected  to  reach  $800  million  in  191^ — up  from 
about  $571  million  in  1973  and  $291  million  in  1971.  In  addition  to  making  larger  pur¬ 
chases  of  agricultural  commodities  from  the  United  States,  Egypt  is  importing  substan¬ 
tially  more  food  products  from  France  and  Australia.  Imports  of  meat  from  Latin  America 
and  Europe  are  also  rising  rapidly.  Normally  a  sugar  exporter,  Egypt  will  probably 
import  90,000  tons  of  sugar  this  year. 

Permitting  these  imports  is  an  improved  foreign  exchange  position.  There  has  been  a 
dramatic  increase  in  loans  and  investment  inflows  from  Saudi  Arabia  and  Kuwait  recent¬ 
ly.  Also,  total  export  earnings  rose  from  $785  million  in  1972  to  over  $1  billion  in 
1973,  largely  because  of  higher  prices  for  extra-long  staple  cotton.  Egypt's  foreign 
exchange  reserves  exceeded  $U50  million  in  May  197^  compared  with  $l6l  million  a  year 
earlier. 
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Figure  5 


Increasing  Demand 

As  a  result  of  population  and  income  growth,  demand  for  agricultural  commodities  in 
Egypt  is  rising  about  twice  as  fast  as  farm  production.  While  Egyptian  farmers  supply 
almost  all  of  the  fresh  produce  consumed  in  urban  areas,  they  account  for  less  than 
10  percent  of  the  wheat  used  to  provide  flora'  and  bakery  products  for  these  cities. 

The  country  currently  imports  one-fifth  of  its  food  supply  and  the  share  is  likely  to 
increase. 

Egypt's  population,  growing  about  800,000  annually,  now  totals  over  36  million.  Only 
one-sixth  of  an  acre  of  cropland  per  person  is  available,  compared  with  1  acre  60  years 
ago.  Income  per  capita  might  increase  about  10  percent  this  year,  reaching  $300  after 
about  T  years  of  slow  growth.  In  Cairo  and  Alexandria,  the  growth  rate  might  approx¬ 
imate  15  percent.  As  per  capita  incomes  rise,  Egyptians  will  no  doubt  improve  the 
quality  of  their  diets,  which  currently  average  about  2,800  calories  per  day. 

Food  Prices  and  Distribution 

Fixed  prices  for  basic  food  items  are  still  relatively  low.  The  average  Egyptian 
shopper  can  buy  bread  for  less  than  one-half  the  price  per  loaf  in  the  United  States . 
Most  of  the  grocery  stores  are  controlled  by  Government-managed  cooperatives.  They 
receive  wheat  flour,  rice,  vegetable  oils,  and  other  basic  commodities  from  the  Ministry 
of  Supply.  The. shopkeeper  must  sell  these  items  to  consumers  at  fixed  prices.  Losses 
from  grain  distribution  by  the  Ministry  of  Supply  now  exceed  $300  million  annually. 
However,  profits  from  cotton  export  and  import  duties  on  tobacco  provide  enough  revenue 
to  cover  the  loss  on  grain  distribution. 
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Figure  6 

Long  lines  of  customers  outside  the  cooperative  store,  where  wheat  floTor  and  bread  are 
sold  at  fixed  prices,  are  common  in  Cairo.  Shoppers  can  buy  bakery  products  from 
street  venders  or  more  expensive  shops  without  waiting  in  line  if  they  are  willing  to 
pay  a  higher  price.  Retail  prices  for  flour  in  late  1973  were  less  than  half  the 
actual  import  cost. 

Wheat  and  Flour 

Egypt’s  wheat  imports  averaged  about  200,000  tons  per  month  during  1972  and  1973  (or 
about  2,h  million  tons  annually).  The  Ministry  of  Supply  handles  all  grain  imports. 

It  has  some  grain  storage  warehouses  in  Alexandria,  the  major  port  of  arrival.  Usual¬ 
ly,  however,  imported  wheat  is  loaded  onto  trains  in  Alexandria's  harbor  and  speeded 
to  Cairo  overnight.  Most  of  the  wheat  supply  for  Cairo  is  stored  in  open  godowns, 
but  Government  stocks  there  seldom  exceed  a  3-month  supply. 

Government  wheat  stocks  for  urban  food  needs  are  seldom  more  than  600,000  tons  because 
of  the  limited  storage  facilities  and  strong  demand.  The  increased  imports  would  go 
primarily  to  satisfy  rising  urban  demand. 

Australian  wheat  deliveries  to  Egypt  are  scheduled  to  reach  1  million  tons  in  197^, 
and  shipments  by  the  United  States  could  exceed  850,000  tons.  Egypt  purchased  about 
U00,000  tons  of  French  wheat  in  early  197^  and  a  smaller  quantity  from  Romania.  Smaller 
imports  from  other  European  countries  are  also  underway.  Total  wheat  imports  in  197^ 
might  approach  3  million  tons  without  leading  to  any  significant  increase  in  stocks. 

Imports  of  wheat  flour  increased  about  55  percent  in  1973,  approximating  530,000  tons. 
France  and  Italy  each  shipped  over  150,000  tons.  Imports  from  West  Gemany  and  Spain 
rose.  Shipments  of  U.S.  wheat  flour,  which  had  been  suspended  in  1967j  resumed  in 
1973,  and  totaled  53,500  tons.  Deliveries  of  U.S.  wheat  flour  in  197^  are  likely  to 
remain  near  the  1973  level. 
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The  use  of  Giza  155  and  other  high-yielding  varieties  on  about  600,000  acres  of  Egypt's 
1,6  million  acres  of  wheat  led  to  a  record  wheat  crop  this  spring.  Yet,  wheat  produc¬ 
tion  of  1.9^  million  tons  in  197^  was  not  greatly  above  the  1.7  million  tons  harvested 
in  195^.  Most  of  the  wheat  is  consumed  in  the  countryside  where  it  is  grown.  Per 
capita  wheat  output  has  declined,  and  Egypt's  15  million  urban  residents  depend  on 
imports  for  over  90  percent  of  their  supply  of  wheat  and  flour,  despite  higher  procure¬ 
ment  prices  to  farmers. 

Corn 


Fertilizer  shortages  and  competition  from  other  crops  have  hindered  opportunities 
for  gains  in  corn  production.  Egypt's  corn  crop  remained  about  2.5  million  tons  in 
1973.  Demand  for  corn  is  rising  rapidly,  however.  Cornbread  and  several  native  dishes 
made  from  corn  are  pop-ular  in  rural  areas,  and  corn  meal  mixed  with  wheat  flour  is  used 
to  make  "balady  bread"  in  some  areas.  New  poultry  and  dairy  operations  have  also  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  rising  demand  for  corn. 

Corn  imports  during  Jiily  197 3- June  197^  approximated  U 80,000  tons — triple  the  previous 
12-month  level.  The  United  States  was  the  major  supplier.  Zambia,  Bulgaria,  and  Romania, 
which  have  also  sent  corn  to  Egypt  in  recent  years,  will  probably  send  more  corn  to 
Egypt  in  the  future.  Thailand  will  have  a  more  favorable  competitive  position  with 
the  reopening  of  the  Suez  Canal. 

Vegetable  Oil 

Demand  for  cooking  oil  in  Egypt  is  rising  rapidly,  but  since  1970  domestic  output  of 
cottonseed  oil  and  peanut  oil  has  remained  below  previous  peaks.  Companies  manufac¬ 
turing  vegetable  oils  are  controlled  by  the  Government.  In  the  near  future,  crushing 
plants  for  soybeans  and  peanuts  are  likely  to  be  built  in  joint  ventures  with  other 
countries.  When  completed,  these  new  factores  would  cause  Egypt  to  become  a  consider¬ 
able  importer  of  soybeans,  which  would  be  used  in  the  country's  expanding  livestock 
industry. 

Egypt  imports  over  l80,000  tons  of  vegetable  oils  annually.  In  addition  to  about 
100,000  to  118,000  tons  of  U.S.  cottonseed,  imports  of  soybean  oil  from  Europe,  sun¬ 
flower  oil  from  the  USSR,  and  palm  oil  from  Malaysia  have  been  substantial  in  recent 
years.  Before  the  United  States  resumed  large  grain  shipments  to  Egypt  in  1973,  veg¬ 
etable  oils  and  tallow  were  the  most  important  U.S.  agricultural  export  to  Egypt. 

Tallow 


The  United  States  and  Sweden  supply  most  of  Egypt's  tallow  imports,  which  increased 
from  45,780  tons  in  1970  to  almost  double  that  level  in  1973.  Urbanization  and  im¬ 
proved  living  standards  have  contributed  to  a  rise  in  tallow  demand  for  soap  manufac¬ 
ture.  Imported  tallow  is  also  needed  for  manufacture  of  cosmetics  for  export.  (Egypt's 
exports  of  soap,  jasmine  products,  and  cosmetics  to  the  USSR  reached  $10  million  in 

1973.) 

Tobacco 


Egypt's  tobacco  imports  in  1974  are  expected  to  reach  a  record  22,000  tons  valued 
at  about  $30  million.  This  will  be  about  50  percent  above  the  average  quantity  im¬ 
ported  diiring  I968-71  and  almost  double  the  value.  Tobacco  is  not  grown  commercially 
in  Egypt  because  Government  regulations  forbid  it  for  tax  purposes.  High  import  duties 
paid  by  Government-controlled  cigarette  manufacturers  exceed  $200  million  annually. 
These  companies  still  make  good  profits,  partly  for  distribution  among  workers. 
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The  United  States  was  the  major  supplier  of  Egypt's  tobacco  imports  during  I96O-65. 
Although  U.S.  deliveries  ceased  in  I96T5  Egypt  had  large  stocks  of  U.S.  tobacco  and 
the  share  of  U.S.  leaf  in  certain  brands  remained  high  for  several  years.  During  I969- 
72,  tobacco  from  the  People's  Republic  of  China,  India,  and  Zambia  caused  a  decline 
in  the  U.S.  share  of  tobacco  in  two  of  Egypt's  leading  filter-tip  cigarette  brands. 

It  will  rise  again  in  late  197^.  Egypt  is  also  a  major  market  for  tobacco  exports  by 
Turkey,  Greece,  Iraq,  Syria,  and  Albania 

Meat 

Egypt's  imports  of  frozen  meat  could  reach  255OOO  tons  in  197^  and  advance  further 
in  1975*  Imports  of  frozen  beef  and  mutton  from  the  People's  Republic  of  China  have 
trended  upward  during  the  last  decade.  While  arrivals  of  live  cattle  and  beef  from 
Ethiopia  have  been  declining.  Beef  imports  from  Uruguay  increased  sharply  in  1972. 

The  United  States  sent  about  10,000  tons  of  frozen  beef  valued  at  $8  million  to  Egypt 
under  P.L.  U80  in  I965.  Egypt  has  adequate  modern  refrigeration  for  wholesale  storage 
of  frozen  imported  meat. 

Foreign  exchange  shortages  limited  Egjfpt's  imports  of  poultry  during  1966-73.  However, 
imports  from  Denmark,  the  Netherlands,  Bulgaria,  and  Poland  have  remained  above  3,000 
tons  annually  in  recent  years.  New  commercial  broiler  operations  are  meeting  part  of 
Egypt's  rising  demand  for  poultry  meat,  and  with  the  recent  improvements  in  foreign 
exchange  earnings,  imports  should  rise.  The  United  States,  once  a  major  supplier  of 
frozen  poultry  to  Egypt,  could  find  new  markets,  especially  for  frozen  turkey,  in 
Egypt's  duty-free  shops  and  tourist  hotels. 

Dairy  Products 

Egypt's  intensive  agriculture  has  little  room  for  adequate  pastures  for  commercial 
dairies .  Most  of  the  2  million  acres  of  bersim  are  used  by  small  farmers  for  their 
animals.  The  importance  of  imported  animal  feed  is  growing. 

Imports  of  dry  milk  now  exceed  3,000  tons  annually.  Some  of  the  major  suppliers  in 
recent  years  were  the  United  States,  the  Netherlands,  the  USSR,  and  countries  in 
Eastern  Europe. 

In  197I5  cheese  imports  reached  35855  tons  valued  at  $1.9  million.  Czechoslovakia 
and  Bulgaria  have  been  Egypt's  major  sources  of  imported  cheese  in  recent  years, 

Egypt  imported  782  tons  of  Cheddar  cheese  from  the  United  States  in  1965 5  but  only 
token  supplies  in  following  years. 

Butter  imports  range  from  2,000  to  3,000  tons  annually.  Most  of  the  supplies  come  from 
Denmark,  the  Netherlands,  and  Australia. 

Fruits  and  Vegetables 

Most  Egyptian  shoppers  prefer  fresh  vegetables  from  nearby  farms  rather  than  canned 
or  frozen  products.  Continued  imports  of  fresh  apples  from  Lebanon  in  small  consign¬ 
ments  indicate  a  significant  demand  for  apples.  Fresh  grapes  are  available  from  local 
vineyards  during  June-October ,  but  imports  of  fresh  grapes  during  the  winter  might  be¬ 
come  important.  India  is  seeking  to  export  grapes  during  March  and  April. 

Egypt's  imports  of  dried  dates  from  Iraq  often  exceed  10,000  tons  annually.  Imports 
of  raisins  and  dried  figs  from  Greece  and  Turkey  are  expected  to  rise — again,  due  to 
the  improved  foreign  exchange  postion.  Pulse  imports  are  likely  to  rise  because  of 
a  smaller  bean  crop . 
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Processed  Foods 


Special  shops  in  free  trade  zones  and  shops  for  foreigners  stationed  in  Egypt  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  increase  their  imports  of  canned  meat,  fruit  cocktail,  fruit  juices,  hahy 
food,  and  other  high-quality  products.  A  large  share  of  the  import  will  probably  come 
from  Europe,  but  sales  prospects  for  U.S.  products  are  also  likely  to  improve. 

Egypt's  imports  of  canned  meat  in  1973  were  valued  at  about  $5  million.  Yugoslavia, 
the  People's  Republic  of  China,  and  Latin  American  countries  were  the  major  suppliers. 

Changes  In  Agricultural  Trade  Policy  Spark  New  Imports 

Egypt  is  expected  to  become  a  larger  importer  in  the  future  of  two  commodities  which 
have  traditionally  been  its  major  exports — cotton  and  rice.  Plans  to  import  short- 
staple  cotton  for  use  by  expanding  textile  factories  will  leave  more  of  the  expensive 
Egyptian  long-staple  cotton  available  for  export.  While  top  grades  of  Egyptian  extra- 
long  staple  bring  over  $1.50  per  pound  in  Europe  and  Japan,  short-staple  cotton  can 
be  imported  for  50  to  60  cents  per  pound.  Foreign  exchange  advantages  and  higher  pro¬ 
fits  for  Government  operated  textile  factories  are  expected  to  occur  through  the  new 
plan  to  import  cotton.  Many  products  for  domestic  use  can  be  adequately  manufactured 
from  imported  short-staple  cotton. 

Cotton  production  declined  about  5  percent  in  1973  to  about  190,000  tons.  Through 
greater  use  of  fertilizer  and  timely  pesticide  applications,  Egyptian  farmers  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  increase  cotton  yields  in  1971.  Yet,  prospects  for  a  significant  upward 
trend  in  cotton  production  are  dim.  Profits  to  farmers  for  growing  other  crops  are 
more  lucrative.  Cotton  occupies  the  land  from  February  through  September  near  Cairo. 

Vegetables  are  popular  cash  crops  among  farmers  near  Cairo  and  Alexandria.  In  Egypt's 
warm  year-round  climate,  farmers  can  grow  3  or  1  crops  of  vegetables  in  a  12-month 
period.  Almost  all  of  the  land  is  irrigated  from  the  Nile.  Profits  from  vegetables 
are  so  much  more  attractive  than  cotton,  that  Government  allotments  must  be  made, 
specifying  how  much  cotton  each  farmer  must  plant. 

Also,  cotton  prices  are  fixed  by  the  Government  and  many  public  agencies  are  involved 
in  obtaining  inputs  for  cotton  and  marketing  the  crop.  Most  of  the  vegetables  are  mar¬ 
keted  privately  or  through  cooperatives  at  open  market  prices.  Produce  prices  increased 
markedly  in  1973  while  farmers  received  only  about  10  percent  more  for  lint  cotton  than 
during  1968-71. 

The  growing  attractions  of  more  intense  multiple  cropping  are  also  causing  problems 
for  production  of  sugarcane  and  rice.  Sugarcane  production  declined  7  percent  in  1973 
and  rice  output  fell  almost  10  percent.  Imports  of  sugar  are  expected  to  trend  upward 
while  rice  exports  drift  downward.  While  Egypt  has  been  Africa's  leading  rice  exporter 
for  decades,  purchases  of  rice  from  Brazil  and  Pakistan  at  bargain  prices  occurred  in 
some  recent  years.  In  June  197^ j  the  United  States  sent  213  tons  of  rice  to  Egypt  for 
$l6U,000,  consisting  of  packages  ready  for  sale  to  customers  in  duty-free  zones.  Con¬ 
sumer  demand  for  rice  in  Egypt  is  rising  while  production  declines.  Exports  in  recent 
years  have  been  made  to  earn  foreign  exchange  or  to  satisfy  value  commitments  designated 
in  trade  agreements.  Rice  exports  fell  from  a  peak  of  773,000  tons  in  19695  when  de¬ 
liveries  to  the  USSR,  Eastern  Europe,  and  Asia  were  large,  to  only  298,000  tons  in 
1973.  A  further  decline  in  rice  exports  is  expected  in  197^,  particularly  to  the  USSR 
and  Eastern  Europe.  Because  of  the  decline  in  production  and  smaller  stocks,  rice 
consumption  in  197^  is  likely  to  be  about  100,000  tons  below  the  1973  level.  This 
decline  will  add  to  the  demand  for  wheat,  especially  in  cities  of  the  Delta  and  Cairo 
where  rice  .consumption  is  important. 


-67- 


Rice  procurement  prices  paid  to  the  farmer  will  be  much  higher  this  year  because  of 
high  world  market  prices  and  programs  to  revive  rice  production.  Prices  paid  by  shop¬ 
pers  at  cooperative  grocery  stores  are  also  now  higher  than  the  low  subsidized  prices 
which  prevailed  during “bhe  last  decade. 

Egypt 'sxagpi cultural  trade  is  becoming  more  diversified  and  flexib^.  Gains  fh'i;he 
value  for  exports  of  extra-long  staple  cotton,  textiles,  oranges,  and  winter  vegetables 
will  enable  Egypt  to  eairn  more  foreign  exchange  from  its  farms  than  the  cost  of  food 
imports.  More  than  one  crop  is  grown  annually  on  about  92  percent  on  Egypt's  7  mil¬ 
lion  acres  of  cropland.  Crops  which  can  be  grown  quickly  are  likely  to  account  for 
a  larger  share  of  future  domestic  food  supplies.  Egypt  now  imports  about  37  percent 
of  its  grain  supply  compared  with  less  tha  h  percent  20  years  ago. 


9 
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Table  20. --United  States:  Agricultural  exports  to  Egypt,  fiscal  years  1964-74  and  July-May  1912113  and  1973/74 
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Table  21. --Egypt:  Agricultural  imports  by  value,  annual  1962-72  and  estimate  for  1973 


Commodity 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

60,270 

72,270 

--  1,000 

70,090 

dollars  -- 

89,780 

98,450 

126,580 

53,187 

Wheat  flour  . 

42’ 180 

69^290 

72 ',570 

52'080 

52!o40 

Total  wheat  and  flour  .. 

102,460 

141,560 

142,660 

141,860 

150,490 

179,767 

13,820 

10,640 

28,230 

9,630 

10,750 

12,997 

Sorghum  . 

’240 

8,380 

680 

8,308 

'480 

11,539 

^910 

11,307 

100 

12,149 

12,079 

17,407 

12,836 

16,776 

14 ”830 

16'060 

17,300 

18^690 

18^940 

6,719 

5,957 

2,905 

1,166 

4,858 

14’200 

14'558 

13 '349 

8'960 

3*363 

4^250 

509 

439 

942 

252 

501 

510 

2,205 

918 

1,104 

739 

874 

3,671 

1^430 

1,980 

2,700 

4,300 

3,600 

4^759 

12,231 

8^970 

ll'840 

10 '980 

s'olo 

24,920 

Tea  . 

25’818 

24,230 

21,829 

30'087 

32*375 

32*716 

1,990 

2,780 

1,650 

1,960 

4,150 

3,228 

337 

204 

806 

696 

543 

291 

2,794 

1,563 

1,286 

981 

1,622 

4,129 

6’l72 

4'212 

3,326 

6,377 

3,728 

4^263 

2,140 

865 

1,335 

990 

2,197 

1^483 

Beef  and  mutton  (meat)  ... 

128 

988 

l'846 

2,080 

7*247 

*552 

312 

715 

1,693 

1,978 

313 

69 

1,010 

3,377 

1,963 

3,484 

1,741 

1,476 

22 

47 

37 

1,649 

619 

4,194 

815 

2*094 

561 

628 

Other  . 

25,965 

31,969 

27,330 

24 ',160 

32,291 

17,280 

Total  . 

241,000 

288,587 

301,425 

282,609 

317,322 

343,397 

1968 

1969 

1970 

1971 

1972 

1973 

95,269 

73,460 

--  1,000 

kl ,88b 

dollars  -- 

134,674 

171,653 

297,825 

Wheat  flour  . 

41^073 

15,330 

18,292 

25,298 

30,441 

45*000 

Total  wheat  and  flour  , . 

136,342 

88,790 

65,628 

159,972 

202,094 

342,825 

8,098 

2,783 

4,441 

2,588 

5,562 

19,300 

Sorghum  . 

7,603 

8,385 

8,278 

13,982 

9,713 

26,609 

16’006 

16,960 

16,951 

18,476 

22,592 

25,500 

9,815 

14,035 

10,233 

20,620 

2,002 

4,500 

9,635 

2 '983 

17'878 

17,558 

52,902 

59,700 

6,000 

8 '500 

5,200 

l'500 

6,700 

8,500 

l’056 

l'235 

I'ool 

702 

950 

1,000 

3,651 

4,257 

4,384 

1,672 

4,875 

3,000 

5,411 

9 '904 

11,329 

7*422 

12*231 

8,700 

3^674 

999 

l'012 

12 

2,200 

13’761 

22,000 

23,980 

10,198 

12,005 

14,000 

1^837 

3,004 

1,215 

3,434 

937 

3,800 

708 

1,511 

l'226 

665 

700 

1,100 

2,427 

2^374 

4'300 

2,530 

4,014 

3,500 

6^631 

5^688 

5,375 

4,361 

2,778 

4,700 

2  "480 

1^463 

l'806 

2,415 

472 

2,600 

Beef  and  mutton  (meat)  ... 

'811 

l'796 

2,128 

4,592 

4,900 

--- 

--- 

876 

1,760 

2,005 

3,600 

1,729 

3,229 

3,158 

2,063 

2,741 

2,700 

230 

163 

154 

461 

160 

591 

644 

1,417 

1,937 

577 

2,400 

Other  . 

5,091 

11,726 

17'779 

18*702 

24,400 

25,500 

Total  . 

243,357 

210,700 

208,800 

294,839 

375,315 

570,794 
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Table  22. --Egypt:  Agricultural  exports,  annual  1964-72  and  estimate  for  1973 
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Sources:  FAO  Trade  Yearbook,  1972;  Foreign  Trade  of  Arab  Republic  of  Egypt,  1964-72;  and  Central  Bank  of  Egypt  Quarterly  Reports 
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Table  23.--Arab  Republic  of  Egypt;  Imports  of  wheat,  by  quantity  and  value,  annual  1965-72  and  estimate  for  1973 
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Total  . ;  89.783 _ 98,455 _ 126,580 _ 95,269 _ 73,459 _ 65,631 _ 134,674 _ 171,623 _ 197,825 

Includes  700,000  tons  received  through  concessional  financing  not  included  in  customs  reports. 

TJ  Includes  400,000  tons  not  included  in  customs  report. 

Source;  Foreign  Trade  Statistics  published  by  Central  Agency  for  Public  Mobilization  and  Statistics,  and  Cairo  and  ERS  estimates  for  1973 


Table  2U. --Soviet  Union:  Imports  of  specified  agricultural  commodities  from  Egypt; 

quantity  and  value,  annual  1965-73 


Year 

:  Cotton 

Rice 

Oranges 

■  Fresh 

•  vegetables 

Other 

vegetables 

:  Peanuts 

9 

--  1,000  metric  tons  -- 

1965  . 

. :  107,1 

63,9 

13.4 

22.4 

1.2 

1.0 

1966  . 

. :  98.5 

72.4 

9.7 

14.6 

.1 

.4 

1967  . 

. :  71.4 

154.5 

11.6 

11,5 

2.4 

1968  . 

. :  59,5 

142.9 

27.2 

21,3 

,7 

2.9 

1969  . 

. :  64.1 

156.5 

45.4 

45.7 

.4 

1970  . 

. :  122.7 

188.2 

48.5 

32.1 

,4 

1971  . 

. :  108.3 

182.1 

75.3 

49.3 

.1 

.  •  - 

1972  . 

. :  69,0 

164.5 

74.2 

41.7 

.2 

2,3 

1973  . 

. :  67.8 

56.6 

80.2 

45.7 

.2 

--  Million  dollars  -- 

1965  . 

. :  111.6 

9.5 

2.4 

2.1 

.6 

,2 

1966  . 

. :  94.6 

10.4 

1.8 

1.8 

.1 

.1 

1967  . 

. :  67.4 

26.1 

2.2 

2.3 

.6 

1968  . 

. :  67.0 

28.9 

5.4 

3.9 

.5 

.7 

1969  . 

. :  80.1 

32.2 

9.4 

8.7 

.3 

1970  . 

. :  158.1 

30.1 

9.9 

7.9 

.4 

1971  . 

. :  151.3 

23.9 

14.6 

9.2 

.1 

_ 

1972  . 

. :  102.0 

23.0 

14.1 

9.5 

.2 

1.1 

1973  . 

. :  138.8 

18.0 

15.4 

13.7 

.2 

•  Jasmine 

•  Total 

Nonagri- 

■  products 

Beverages 

Other 

■  agricultural 

cultural 

:  Total 

—  1,000  metric  tons  -- 

1965  . 

. :  NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

1966  . 

. :  NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

1967  . 

. :  NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

1968  . 

. :  NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

1969  . 

. :  NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

1970  . 

. :  NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

1971  . 

. :  NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

1972  . 

. :  NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

1973  . 

. :  NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

--  Million  dollars  -- 

1965  . 

,2 

126.6 

36.7 

163.3 

1966  . 

•  ^  « 

^  ^ 

,2 

109,0 

38.6 

147.6 

1967  . 

___ 

.3 

.3 

99,2 

45.8 

145.0 

1968  . 

4.2 

.5 

111.1 

59.4 

170.5 

1969  . 

. :  1,5 

5,4 

1.7 

139.3 

88.7 

228.0 

1970  . 

. :  2.3 

4.4 

1.0 

214.1 

96.1 

310.2 

1971  . 

. :  5.0 

7.6 

1.3 

213.0 

121.0 

334.0 

1972  . 

. :  6.2 

10.8 

1.5 

168.4 

131.2 

299.6 

1973  . 

. :  8.5 

9.6 

1.8 

206.0 

147.6 

353.6 

NA.  =  Not  applicable. 

Source:  Foreign  Trade  Statistics  of  USSR, 
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Table  25- — Egypt:  Imports  of  crude  vegetable  oils,  annual  1965-72  and  estimate  for  1973 
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Table  26. — Egypt:  Imports  of  tallow,  annual  1965-72  and  estimate  for  1973 
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Table  27. — Egypt:  Imports  of  wheat  flour  by  country  of  origin 
annual  1964-72  and  estimate  for  1973 
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Table  28. --Egypt;  Estimated  grain  consumption,  annual  1963-73  and  estimate  for  1974 


Grain 

1963 

1964 

1965  : 

1966 

1967 

1968 

--  1,000  metric  tons  -- 

Dninp.^  r.  whp.at:  . . 

1,493 

1,499 

1,272 

1,465 

1,291 

1,518 

Imported  wheat  . . 

972 

836 

1,230 

1^429 

1^783 

1,507 

Imported  wheat  flour  1/  . 

709 

1,086 

848 

*848 

905 

778 

Total  wheat  and  flour  . 

3.174 

3,421 

3.350 

3,742 

3,979 

3,803 

Rir.p  ?.  /  . ----- . 

944 

911 

1,003 

816 

656 

911 

Corn  . 

1,867 

2,359 

2,278 

2,542 

2,364 

2,430 

nr  phnm  . . 

729 

740 

806 

859 

881 

906 

Barley  . 

134 

141 

130 

102 

100 

121 

Total  domestic  coarse  grains 

2.730 

3,240 

3,214 

3,503 

3,345 

3,457 

Imported  coarse  grains  . 

188 

433 

150 

168 

201 

132 

Total  coarse  grains  . 

2.918 

3,673 

3,364 

3.671 

3^546 

3,589 

Total  all  grain  . 

7,036 

8,005 

7,717 

8,229 

8,181 

8,303 

1969 

1970 

1971  : 

1972 

1973 

1974 

--  1,000  metric  tons  -■ 

Domestic  wheat  . . . 

1,269 

1,516 

1,729 

1,616 

1,857 

2,140 

Imported  wheat  . . 

l’200 

851 

l’931 

2,486 

2^430 

2,600 

Imported  wheat  flour  1/  . 

317 

382 

478 

765 

605 

500 

Total  wheat  and  flour  . 

2.786 

2.749 

4.138 

4.867 

4.892 

5.240 

Rice  2/  . 

908 

1,006 

1,078 

1,292 

1,360 

1,240 

Corn . . . 

2,409 

2,466 

2,378 

2,413 

2,450 

2,515 

gnrghnm  . . 

813 

874 

854 

860 

880 

890 

Barley  . 

105 

83 

76 

107 

110 

115 

Total  domestic  coarse  grains 

3,327 

3,423 

3,308 

3,380 

3,490 

3,620 

Imported  coarse  grains  . 

43 

73 

39 

92 

220 

475 

Total  coarse  grains  . 

3.370 

3,496 

3,347 

3,472 

3,660 

4,095 

Total  all  grain  . 

7,064 

7,251 

8,563 

9,631 

9,912 

10,575 

]J  In  wheat  equivalent, 

Ij  Estimated  consumption--obtained  by  subtracting  exports  from  production  during  the  autumn 
of  the  previous  year. 
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Table  29. --Egypt:  Imports  of  tobacco,  annual  1965-72 
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Not  available. 

:e:  Foreign  Trade  of  Arab  Republic  of  Egypt,  annual  1965-72 


SPECIAL  in  this  i 


yagaas»ggg!g»sag!gB=Bg=!g«gg!aaaeig^^ 

U.S. -MEXICAN  TRADE  SETS  NEW  RECORDS 

Agricultural  trade  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico  continued  its  strong  upward 
growth  during  calendar  year  1973.  U.S.  agricultural  exports  to  Mexico  reached  a  high 
of  $362  million,  double  the  $l8l  million  shipped  in  1972.  Our  agricultural  imports 
from  Mexico  totaled  a  record  $7^2  million,  one-fourth  above  the  $590  million  worth 
imported  in  1972.  Although  some  of  the  value  increases  resulted  from  higher  prices, 
the  volume  of  most  commodities  traded  also  expanded,  reflecting  strong  demand  in  both 
countries . 

The  value  of  total  U.S.  exports  to  Mexico  expanded  steadily  to  nearly  $2.9  billion 
in  1973  from  $802  million  in  i960  (table  30).  Farm  products  as  a  share  of  the  total 
have  become  increasingly  important.  In  1973,  they  accounted  for  12.5  percent  of  the 
total,  compared  with  9.3  percent  a  year  earlier  and  6-8  percent  over  the  196O-7I  periods 
Between  1972  and  1973,  substantial  export  gains  occurred  in  a  number  of  the  farm  exports, 
including  wheat,  corn,  barley,  soybeans,  soybean  oil,  cottonseed,  cottonseed  oil,  and 
cattle  hides.  Shipments  of  dairy  cattle,  edible  offals,  poultry  meat,  evaporated  milk, 
dried  beans,  lard,  tallow,  and  seeds  also  rose.  Continued  drought  conditions,  poor 
harvests,  and  population  growth  created  additional  Mexican  import  demand  in  1972  and 
1973c 

Total  Mexican  agricultural  imports  are  estimated  at  $^50  million  for  1973,  up  sharply 
from  the  $269  million  purchased  in  1972.  The  U.S.  share  increased  to  about  80  percent 
from  65  percent o 

During  fiscal  197^,  U.S.  agricultural  exports  to  Mexico  totaled  an  unprecedented  $6l0 
milliono  The  lU2-percent  increase  from  fiscal  1973* s  $252  million  reflected  sharply 
higher  shipments  of  the  following: 

FY  1974  IX  1973 


—  Million  dollars  — 


Cattle 

20.3 

11.8 

Edible  offals 

9.6 

U.l 

Wheat 

95.0 

52.0 

Barley 

18.5 

2.0 

Corn 

176.0 

33.0 

Oil  cake  and  meal 

13.0 

I4.6 

Lard 

10.0 

5.2 

Tallow 

11.9 

1.5 

Cattle  hides 

hi.o 

28.0 

Soybeans 

59-0 

10.0 

Cottonseed 

7.2 

.5 

Soybean  oil 

22.0 

3.0 

Cottonseed  oil 

10.0 

3.3 
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In  the  first  6  months  of  197^ j  our  farm  exports  to  Mexico  Jumped  to  $390  million,  which 
was  more  than  the  value  of  the  entire  calendar  year  1973  exports. 

In  1973}  U.S.  agricult-ural  imports  from  Mexico  advanced  one- fourth  in  value  to  $7^4-2 
million,  or  about  9  percent  of  all  U.S.  agricultural  imports.  Expanded  farm  production 
in  Mexico  and  larger  U.S.  import  demand  resulted  in  Mexico’s  moving  ahead  of  Brazil  as 
our  major  supplier  of  agricultural  products.  Mexico  shipped  $591  million  worth  of 
competitive  items — l8  percent  more  than  in  1972  and  about  11  percent  of  all  competitive 
farm  imports.  These  shipments  were  slightly  less  than  those  from  Australia,  the 
principal  source  of  competitive  items. 

Fresh  vegetables  and  fruits  (mostly  shipped  during  the  winter  months),  sugar,  and  feeder 
cattle  are  the  principal  agriciiltural  items  we  import  from  Mexico.  During  1973j 
increased  imports  of  fresh  vegetables,  strawberries,  melons,  molasses,  and  tobacco 
accounted  for  much  of  the  gain  in  competitive  commodities.  Import  volume  fell  for 
feeder  cattle  and  boneless  beef,  primarily  because  of  Mexican  export  restrictions. 

Cane  sugar  imports  were  slightly  below  1972  levels,  but  higher  prices  resulted  in  a 
value  increase. 

Coffee  beans  are  the  main  noncompetitive  agricultural  item  we  import  from  Mexico. 

Reduced  Brazilian  coffee  production  last  year  resulted  in  increased  U.S.  purchases 
from  Mexico. 
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Table  30.--U.S.  trade  with  Mexico:  Value  of  total  and  agricultural  products 

calendar  years  1960-73 
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Table  31.--U.S,  agricultural  exports  to  Mexico:  Quantity  and  value  by  commodity,  calendar  years  1965-73 
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!_/  Includes  seed  prior  to  1968. 

2/  Includes  transshipments  through  Canada  of  19,407  tons  valued  at  $1,309,000 
3_/  1,000  pieces. 
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Table  32. — U.S.  agricultural  exports  to  Mexico:  Quantity  and  value  by  commodity,  calendar  years  1970-73 — Continued 
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Table  32.--U,S.  agricultural  exports  to  Mexico;  Quantity  and  value  by  commodity,  calendar  years  1970-73 — Continued 


i-«  C'J  m 

m  ro  o^  00 

1— )  ON  o  o  vo 


lO  I  vD  vO  ON 


in  o 

CM 

n£>  cm 


00  CO  CM  r-< 

rv  f)  cn  o 

vO  «— <  <j- 


<f  ON  00  CO  00 

vO  vo  ^ 

r— I  cn  \D 


vO  CM 
(J\  vD 
vO 


00  <y\ 
r*. 
CO  vD 


O  00 
O  ON 
CO  CM 


00  m  00  ON 
CO  00  lo  m 
ON  r-4  CO  f) 


lo  «-<  o  m 

vD  lO  CO 
.-H  O  CO 


r-l  CM  CO 

«JO  o  O 

CO  vO  T-t 


00  ON  ON  00 
vO  CM  ^ 

00  v£>  v£> 


CM  O 
m  •-<  m 

^  CM  1-J 
CO  m  r-j 


CM  <r  vD 

rv  CM  •“< 
ON  CO  00 


LO  CM 
CO  CO  ^ 

<1*  o> 


CM  ON  <t 
O  lO  00 
ON  <!■  00 


oo  CO 

O  CO  r«v 
ON  r«» 


CM  <f 
CO  CM 
in  I— <  c?^ 


ON  ON  00  CM 

C3N  m  o  »— < 

CM  CO  00  mJ- 


CO  o^  .-H 
CM  s;!-  r>.  <J- 
00  CO  m  CO 


ON  ON  pv  o 
^  rH  ^  00 
CM  CM  v£) 


ON  CM  O  vD 
O  Mt 

CM  CO  CM  nJ- 


00  CM 
CO  o 
<f  to 


00  CM 
o^  r**. 
O  rv 


r>.  o  to  to 

^r-l<J-CONd- 

lO  vD  00  to  to 

1—1  to  CM  CO 
^  1-i  CO 


CO  0>  CM  I— < 

O  to  ^  P^ 
CO  <f 


O  ON  ON  r*'  CM 

CO  CO  ON  rH  <!• 
^0 


O  <1-  Mf 

ON  vO  CO  ON  CM 

s;f  00  ON  CM 

<f  i-i  vD 

sj  \D 


CM  O 
vO  CO 


\0  ! 
ON  I 
ON  I 


CO  CO  CO 
to  ON  00 
00  ON  00 


CO  ON  CO 
>0  to  sj- 
vo  00 


CM  1-1  0\ 
to  CO  ON 
O  O  n£> 


<}■  CM  vO 
00  O 
P*^  O  rH 


ON  I 
CO  O  I 
ON  CM  I 


to  p>.  I 
00  r>.  I 
to  CM  I 


^  p^  I 

o  I 

VX>  ON  I 


00  ^  CO 
CM  vD  CM 
vO  <f  ON 

sj-  00 

to  <j- 


00  P^ 
P>.  vO 
vD 


NO  to 
CO  P*^  vO 
CO  to 


CM 

CM  CM  CM 

00  o-  <1* 


00  CO  O  I 
ON  p>.  to  I 
'd-  p^  O  I 


CO  vO  NO  I 
CO  CM  I 
CM  O  I 


CM  o  00  I 
00  CM  1-1  I 

<f  ON  o  • 


CO  O  ON  I 
O  ON  I 
CO  P^  1—1  I 


O  I 
On  I 
CO  I 


O  I 
to  I 
<1-  I 


• 

•  « 

• 

• 

• 

1-^ 

• 

•  1 

• 

•  1 

X) 

•  • 

I 

• 

«  •  •  I 

•  1 

1 

XU 

0  0 

o 

O 

O 

(d 

X) 

0  1 

X3 

3 

X)  1 

x»  o 

1 

XJ  o  o 

o 

O  0  0  1 

X)  t 

I 

iJ 

73 

'O 

73 

Td 

o 

hJ 

Z  1 

hJ 

P3 

hJ  t 

Od 

hJ  73 

1 

hj  T)  T) 

*0 

»0  'O  "U  1 

hJ  1 

' 

CO  •  •  •  • 

c  • 

■U  •  •  •  • 

• 

• 

o  •  •  •  • 

u  • 

• 

TJ  • 

3  •  •  •  • 

Cd  • 

d)  • 

•73  •  •  •  • 

1—1  • 

(0 

iJ  • 

0  •  •  *  * 

d)  • 

4J 

J->  • 

Li  •  •  • 

60  • 

u 

d>  . 

Cd  • 

CL  •  •  •  CO 

• 

0 

tM  • 

•1  • 

a 

XI  • 

d)  • 

0)  •  •  •  0 

d)  • 

« 

73  • 

1  • 

^  •  1-1 

3  • 

d) 

73  • 

d)  • 

„Q  •  •  •  ^ 

• 

CO 

d)  • 

GO  'O 

1— 1  • 

c  • 

•  • 

Cd  •  •  •  cd 

60  • 

C  • 

o 

d> 

0  • 

o  • 

o  •  • 

<U  •  •  Li 

• 

Cd 

H-l 

•H  • 

d) 

x: 

x:  • 

c  • 

0  •  • 

d)  •  •  CO  Cd 

^  • 

Li 

o 

c 

3  • 

4J  •  • 

60  •  •  <U  O4 

C  • 

3 

^  fll 

Xi 

d) 

CO  •  • 

r— ^  •  * 

^  •  *  CJ  d) 

d)  • 

■u 

*0 

C  1—1 

1-1 

CO 

E 

CO 

• 

Li  • 

•  •  1-1  •  • 

>  •  •  3  h 

s  • 

^1 

c 

d; 

Xi 

73 

60 

L 

C 

CO  • 

3  • 

CO 

>^33  • 

u 

CO  O  • 

CO 

•  Cd  CL 

3  • 

3 

Cd 

Li  'tA 

d) 

c 

dJ 

1-1 

<u  • 

O  • 

Li 

Li  d) 

0 

f-^  f— 1  • 

T— H 

CO  LJ  •CO 

X5  • 

0 

X) 

Cd  *0 

C 

1-1 

tM 

T3  • 

r-4  • 

d> 

d>  d)  M 

JJ 

1-1  1-1  • 

•tA 

3  0*  73 

^  • 

1-1 

to 

d)  d) 

CO 

CO 

•iM  • 

d> 

tM  • 

JJ 

CO  CO  d> 

CO 

O  d)  o  • 

0 

0  rt  •3  0 

Cd  • 

Li 

4J 

*0 

■u 

cd 

n 

x:  • 

dJ 

CO 

c 

Li  x: 

<D  • 

d;  Li  3  C  0 

• 

60 

Cd 

d) 

(0 

o 

CO 

33 

•*'  CO 

C 

C  • 

•H 

3  nJ  -u 

d>  CO  c  • 

1—1 

C  LJ  1-1  cd  M-i 

ts  • 

Cd 

1-1  73 

u 


I  M 
^  0) 
x: 

cd  CO  c3  cd  -tj 
hJ  J  H  H  O 


<U 

CU  00  o 

GO  fd  u 
cd  ^  u 
(0  0)  cd 
0  >  ^ 
cd  o  o 

CO  CQ  H 


0)  cd 
73  O 


cd 

0)  u 

Xi  Q) 

>N  >>x: 

O  0  O  4-J 
O  CO  CO  O 


•tj  XJ 


73  rH 

4)  C 
0) 


U 
OJ 
-O  « 
Q)  M 
O  0 
CO  2 


.  C  - 
^  o  d;  M 

cd  'tj  ^  0) 

4J  4J 

OJ  o  o  «u 
600  CO  o 
d) 


1-1  dJ  <!->  CO 

1-1  iH  CL  0) 
d)  a  u  0  x: 
u  o  dJ  o  *UJ 
CO  hJ  CO  o 


(0 

d) 

x: 

O  M 
U  d) 

cdx: 
u  u 

CO  o 


-85- 


Not  available.  1^/  Less  than  500,  2j  Includes  transshipments  through  Canada  of  713,078  bushels  valued  at  $1,309,000. 


Table  33. — U.S.  agricultural  imports  from  Mexico:  Quantity  and  value  by  commodity,  calendar  years  1970-73 
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International  Price  Highlights 


SELECTED  PRICE  SERIES  OF  INTERNATIONAL  SIGNIFICANCE 

The  June  Dow-Jones  and  Reuter's  commodity  indexes  illustrate  the  month's  erratic 
pricing  situation:  the  Dow-Jones  gained  3  percent,  reaching  3^8,  while  the  Reuter's 
index  dropped  5  percent  to  l,28l. 

Export  Commodities 

In  June,  U.S.  weather  news  began  to  dominate  the  attention  of  international  traders 
of  wheat,  corn,  and  soybeans.  In  contrast  to  the  drought  of  July  and  early  August,  . 
wet  and  cold  weather  hit  the  U.S.  corn  belt  in  mid-June,  leading  the  Wall  Street 
Journal  to  report  that  "The  6.7  billion  bushel  corn  crop  ...  has  been  cancelled 
because  of  rain.  Moreover,  at  a  time  when  corn  should  be  just  about  knee  high, 
many  of  the  Nation's  corn  fields  are  unplanted."  Some  rain  also  fell  in  wheat 
areas  that  were  being  harvested.  As  a  result,  wheat  and  corn  prices  rebounded, 
from  May  levels,  and  the  drop  in  soybean  prices  slowed.  Because  of  the  poor  weather, 
the  USDA  in  its  June  estimate  placed  the  probable  197^  corn  harvest  at  6.^+  billion 
bushels.  In  July,  the  estimate  was  further  revised  downward  to  5.95  billion  bushels. 
And  in  its  August  12  report,  USDA  estimated  that  the  bad  weather  would  result  in  a 
corn  harvest  of  ^+.97  billion  bushels. 

In  June,  the  Argentine  Grain  Board  announced  its  withdrawal  from  the  international 
market  as  a  seller  of  corn.  As  a  result  of  this  news,  the  price  of  U.S.  No.  2 
yellow  corn,  f.o.b.  track.  Gulf  ports,  rose  2  percent  to  $ll6  a  ton.  ij  Likewise, 
the  price  of  U.S.  No.  3  yellow  corn  in  the  U.K.  market  rose  17  percent  to  $lU2 
a  ton,  and  in  the  Rotterdam  market,  it  made  a  U-percent  gain  to  $13^  a  ton.  The 
c.i.f.  Rotterdam  prices  for  Argentine  corn  and  U.S.  No.  2  sorghum  grain,  however, 
declined  slightly  in  June  to  $lii4  and  $ll6  a  ton,  respectively.  In  the  Rotterdam 
market,  Argentine  corn  ran  $10  a  ton  higher  than  U.S.  No.  3  yellow  corn,  and  U.S. 

No.  2  sorghum,  $l8  a  ton  less. 

During  June,  the  f.o.b.  track.  Gulf  ports  price  for  U.S.  No.  1  soybeans  was  $207 
a  ton,  off  slightly  from  May.  The  c.i.f.  Rotterdam  price  for  U.S.  No.  2  soybeans 
was  $227  a  ton.  The  c.i.f.  U.K.  nearest  forward  shipment  price  for  U.S.  No.  2 
soybeans,  bulk,  was  $232.  Price  movements  from  May  were  only  slight.  The  oil 
component,  rather  than  the  meal  component,  had  the  steadying  price  effect  on  raw 
soybeans.  The  c.i.f.  Rotterdam  price  for  U.S.  soybean  meal,  i;4-percent  protein, 
fell  9  percent  to  $l43  a  ton,  reflecting  a  9-percent  slide  in  the  Decatur  soybean 
meal  price  and  a  7-pei’cent  decline  in  the  Memphis  price.  (The  July  USDA  estimate 


J^/  Beginning  in  May,  Grain  Market  News,  the  source  of  this  series'  data,  began 
quoting  the  Gulf  price  at  the  track  before  loading,  rather  than  the  on-vessel 
price.  Grain  prices  were  changing  erratically  because  of  ship  on-loading  charges. 
Moreover,  on  any  day,  loading  charges  varied  widely,  depending  on  the  arrangements 
made . 


shaved  the  soybean  planted  area  to  53.^  million  acres — down  from  57.3  million 
acres  in  1973.  Because  of  the  lateness  of  the  197^  planting,  estimates  of  soybean 
yields  were  also  been  lowered.  The  lower  acreage  and  yield  estimates  resulted  in  rising 
prices  in  July.  August  USDA  estimate  placed  197^  soybean  crop  outturn  at  1.31^  bil¬ 
lion  bushels — the  lowest  of  the  range  of  production  given  in  the  July  estimates. ) 

While  U.S.  winter  wheat  harvests  have  been  proceeding  rapidly,  farmers  aren't  in  a 
hurry  to  sell  their  crops.  The  Canadian  grain  harvest  is  running  behind  schedule 
because  of  poor  weather.  Moreover,  the  Canadian  sale  of  2  million  tons  of  wheat 
to  the  People's  Republic  of  China  sparked  interest  in  the  international  wheat  market. 

The  June  price  of  U.S.  No.  1  Hard  Winter  wheat  (HWW),  f.o.b.  track.  Gulf  ports,  rose 
11  percent  to  $156  a  ton  and  the  c.i.f.  U.K.  price  of  U.S.  HWW,  ordinary  protein,  re¬ 
bounded  to  $19^  a  ton.  For  U.S.  No.  2  HWW,  13-percent  protein,  and  the  c.i.f.  Rotterdam 
price  reached  $177  a  ton.  • 

The  price  of  No.  1  Canadian  Western  Red  Spring  (CWRS)  wheat,  in  store.  Thunder  Bay, 
which  has  been  higher  than  U.S.  wheat  prices  in  recent  months,  dropped  9  percent  to 
$183  a  ton.  D-uring  June,  however,  the  Canadian  Wheat  Board  made  a  turnabout  in  its 
wheat  prices,  quoting  No.  1  CWRS-13.5  wheat  at  $4.75  (Canadian)  a  bushel  -until  the  last 
week  of  June;  thereafter  raising  the  price  to  $5.08  (Canadian)  a  bushel.  According  to 
the  August  USDA  estimate  for  wheat,  the  1974  wheat  harvest  is  projected  at  l,84o  mil¬ 
lion  bushels .  ' 

Only  a  few  international  rice  prices  appeared  to  be  weakening  in  June.  The  f.o.b. 
Bangkok  price  for  white  Thai  rice,  5-percent  broken,  dropped  5  percent  to  $596  a  ton. 

The  Thai  Commerce  Ministry  in  late  June  announced  a  reduction  in  rice  export  premiums 
in  a  bid  to  boost  rice  exports.  In  the  United  States,  f.o.b.  mill  prices  for  Texan  long 
grain  rice  weakened  slightly  in  June,  but  short  and  medium  grain  prices  held  steady. 

The  price  of  American  cotton,  Memphis  Territory,  I-I/16  inches,  c.i.f.  North  European 
ports,  was  mixed  d-uring  June,  but  the  June  months  average  price,  $1,382  a  ton,  was  down 
slightly  from  May. 

Import  Commodities 

Prices  of  the  import  commodities  of  this  series  declined  in  J\ine,  except  for  the  sugar 
price.  The  price  of  imported  cow  meat  was  66  cents  a  pound  in  June.  It  has  been  de¬ 
clining  for  nearly  a  year,  reflecting  the  current  large  world-wide  beef  supply.  The 
price  of  Santos  coffee  declined  3  percent  in  both  the  New  York  and  Santos  markets  to 
72  and  71»6  cents  a  po-und,  respectively.  Likewise,  the  New  York  spot  price  of  cocoa 
beans  from  Accra  dro-pped  9  percent  to  $1.03  a  pound. 

The  price  of  raw  cane  sugar,  f.o.b.  and  stowed,  Caribbean  ports,  held  steady  in  June 
at  24  cents  a  pound  for  sugar  destined  for  the  woigld  market.  Sugar  destined  for  the 
U.S.  market  gained  15  percent,  reaching  25  cents  a  pound.  The  premium  paid  for  U.S. 
sugar  over  the  world  price  reached  .9  cents  a  pound. 

That  the  1973-74  world  sugar  crop  was  a  record  was  reiterated  in  In  June  World 
Agricultural  Production  and  Trade  Statistical  Report  (USDA,  FAS).  Why  did  prices  reach 
such  -unprecedented  heights?  Several  explanations  have  been  given;  the  simplest  is  that 
supplies  remained  tight  because  of  low  stocks  and  increasing  demand.  According  to 
an  elaborate  account  in  a  June  1,  1974,  newsletter  of  Sucres  and  Dunrees,  a  Paris-based 
private,  firm,  it  was  feared  that  demand  for  sugar  could  not  be  met  for  the  following 
reasons:  (l)  sugar  availabilities  were  lower  than  those  of  1972/73,  mainly  in  Brazil, 

Australia,  South  Africa,  and  Domingo;  (2)  Turkey,  Spain,  and  Venezuela  came  into  the 
international  market  as  unexpected  buyers;  (3)  U.S.  needs  increased  because  domestic 
beet  and  cane  crops  were  disappointing;  (4)  Peru  and  Colombia,  usually  sugar  exporters, 
were  absent  from  the  world  market;  (5)  exports  from  Central  America,  except  Cuba,  were 
relatively  stagnant  and;  (6)  most  importing  countries  had  drawn  do-wn  their  stocks. 

These  factors  succeeded  in  driving  prices  up  to  unprecedented  heights.  Nevertheless, 
a  shortage  situation  was  averted.  * 
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Cuba  and  Thailand,  two  sugar  exporters,  had  good  crops,  which  satisfied  a  great  part 
of  the  demand  during  January-June  197^.  Moreover,  South  Vietnam,  Ceylon,  Chile,  and 
a  few  other  countries  drastically  lowered  sugar  imports  during  the  first  half  of  1974. 

The  Soviet  Union,  a  heavy  purchaser  in  1972/73,  bought  nothing  on  the  world  market. 

(The  USSR  recovered  from  several  years  of  sluggish  sugarbeet  production  and  received 
additional  sugar  from  Cuba  in  1973/74.) 

High  world  market  prices  also  drew  sugar  from  preferential  markets  to  the  world  mar¬ 
ket.  The  United  States,  which  has  a  preferential  market,  was  affected  in  this  way. 

To  take  advangage  of  higher  world  market  prices,  many  U.S.  suppliers  postponed  deliveries 
from  the  first  half  into  the  second  half  of  the  1973/74  year. 

The  New  York  spot  price  of  No.  1  rubber,  smoked  sheets,  fell  8  percent  to  40  cents  a 
pound,  in  June,  reacting  to- a  rise  in  1974  rubber  supplies.  A  June  report  by 
International  Rubber  study  group  estimated  1974  natural  rubber  production  at  3.475 
million  tons  (5  percent  higher  than  in  1973),  and  synthetic  rubber  output  at  7.195 
million  tons  (2  percent  higher  than  in  1973),  which  will  allow  a  stock  build  up  during 
the  year. 

Unit  Values 

How  have  U.S.  export  and  import  unit  values  run  in  comparison  to  price  quotations? 

In  May,  the  export  unit  value  of  raw  cotton  rose  3  percent  to  $1,209  a  ton,  but  the 
export  unit  values  of  wheat,  corn,  and  soybeans  dropped  slightly  to  $5.12,  $2.93,  and 
$6.32  a  bushel,  respectively.  Soybean  meal,  whose  quoted  30-60  day  delivery  price 
had  been  declining  rapidly,  also  had  a  lower  export  unit  value — $l88  a  ton,  l4  percent 
below  the  April  value. 

The  import  unit  value  of  fresh  and  frozen  beef  and  veal  continued  to  decline  in  May, 
and  at  74  cents  a  pound,  was  below  the  import  unit  value  of  a  year  ago.  Import  unit 
values  of  coffee,  sugar,  cocoa  beans,  and  some  other  tropical  products  continued  their 
upward  trend,  just  as  their  May  price  quotations  would  indicate.  The  import  unit  values 
of  coffee  beans  and  sugar,  however,  at  60.2  cents  and  15  cents  a  pound  respectively; 
were  below  the  price  quotations. 
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Table  34. --Selected  price  series  of  international  significance 
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Table  34* -^Selected  price  series  of  international  signif icance--Continued 
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Table  35.-“U.S.  agricultural  exports  and  imports:  Value  by  country, 
July- June  1972/73  and  1973/74  ' 
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Continued- 


cocsiooomf^p^Oi 
<j-  o  r**  1-1  00 

00  m  r«.  o 


ior>-i-imp^oOfomoOf-<o<ffOvOfor^O'£)OfO\Door>-Oi-'»-'moo 

'  cMcsoof^i— 'r^oo^^lAO^  fOl^^^«•l^^c^Ic^lr>.r>.o^^^oo  c^v,o  cm 

mcMi-«cMfoooo<r  m  ^ocMo^^^<^o^cofom  co  cm 


o^lA^o^n•sJ■ooolo^o<J■ooommofOvoo•“^cor>«•■<^■ooo^^o< 
mr^cop^m  cMr>*in  cm  Oi— 'CNcoMfO\o\oi-<oOi 

men:  cm  m^o^-^o^cno^c^o  m 


i>3-cMcnmoovo«-<cO( 

ii-t.-ir-imcncnr^'^i-' 

O'-Hr^ONO'^COvDvD 


o^o^cnoo^1^mo^^r«‘mm^^oo^«•»-^r*•oocnvo(nm1.N..- 

-r'j  vOOOMj-vDOvOCTiCMO  ^oo^vo 

<o<rco<t-cn  — 


OMj-^i-vomcMOMj-cMcnb 

<l■o^comr>>cM<rcno\£>vD 

CO  CM  o  cn  cn  CM 


mor^cnr^o^N^coor-mmcMvo 
-_,^.-cnvD'kO\0'*a"cni-^r>*cno  ooom 
cncno^m  p>«-p^cno<j'mcnoocM  cMcnoo 


l-lcMO^^^^<^r>«‘■<^t-lcncM'.Da^OOcnr^'<^^^^ocop*«cM"<^cn<|•o^rN.eMcncnl— 1.-HOO1— 'moOvD<tcnr«*<j-m 
<tP^^DOmoo•<J•ooooo^•<^•oo<r  mcMOO'Ovj''d''-^mcMcMCM<-io«4-mocnmcn<j-oo  o^o*-'Oo^m 
'^CMO^^ooo^p^cMOcn^o  I—*  'sOoocn<y\>4'vor>>-«d‘MtcMcneMr>*i— 'cn  mp*«cMoor^cn  cmi-<  cMi-<m 


o  <r 

a  r>H 
6  - 


01  ^  (0  O  M 


0)  0)  C  »-i  M  C 


0>  0)  o  o  00  ■ 


O  0)  0)  C  *0  ' 


4»  OOOOOOCnO  flJ.H'O  ClM  bO  C 
^.f-io-H(U<oj;vjcdCk.(fl  “  ■ 

HZHZoocjcas=‘o 


COOl-HflJsjo-UU-'CiO® 


!||| 


-§  i  : 

Q.  -u 


cn| 


I  •»-< 

I  3  4J  j-* 
I  CO  O  G 
I  1-1  W 

:  01  T) 

1  S  J  •d 


o^  o^  m  o  1 

r*.  <r  i-t  CM  1 

.-I  ^  o 


iOOmcMOcnomcMr^ocnocor>.r>*m 

I  i-icnp>.0'X)000  CM(7\CM  Oi-^Oi-H 
I  o  MtmococM  i-j^oi-Hoo 


cn  -d-  \o  o  00  1 

o^  t-i  CM  r«*  vj-  -sj- 

cn  cn  r**  m  CM 


ocMp>*mr'Op^coT-'CMcn*d‘CMOvDO'— 'OONmmf-i 
p^'.O'^icno  CMCM  cO'sfmo  p^ooo^  mcnenvo 
I— <CM>4-  vo  \o  1-1  mo^r^o^  r>.mcn  o^oocn 


cn  cn  O'  cn  I 

cn  I—*  cn  o  cn  I 

O  CM  cn  o 


ooMfOi— 'cnocnr>-mo'0'i-'<ro'i 
MfCMOOCMm  i-'O'CMO'CM<f00i-^i 
'Dvom  CO  0'CMOcnr>‘VCO 


'  vfi  o  o  00 /O  vo  un 
>  f*  cn  Mt  CM  00 

'  m  00  VO  CM  m 

r-<  O'  <f  CO  m 

m  m  o  Vi  m 

00  vo  CM  m  cn 


cnovovooovoOcncnooi-'<-icovO'-< 
ovvOf-ioor^  mvooo'>d-Mj-w>^<t-cn 

cnoovcncM  Ovfr^iAoocno  O 

i-imov  i-i  r^ipNimmcMO'i— I  o 

\o  vo  cMi-icnmo  o 

1-1  r-1  •  ^  CM 


O  O  O'  CM  cn  vo 
r«.  cn  00 
m  o  <j-  o 


0'0'cn<!-<t-f-i-^i— icn 
cnr«.cMvomr>>cMr^m 
O'r-cMp'sfvt  cnoun 


I  00  00  o 
I  vo  »-i  m 

O  O  Mt 

m 


I  O'  m  o  O'  cn 


O'vOCMvDOOOO'CMi— 'CMCM 

m<rmm  oocm  enp'^ 

mCMMj-cn  CM<f  P-.CM 


ococMcnr-'CMm<fr^oO' 
f-icnocnr^cnp>«.cM  r'* 

VOr-lr-lr>..<fO'OP^  pN. 


Mj-cMmooi-iocnm 

fMcnCMCMCM<I-i-im 

Or^cnvor^cncMf-i 


CO  00  B  ■ 

a.  c  C 

:  0)  CO  M  D  , 

I  Z  OQ  CO  CQ  1 


C  C 

0)  0) 
I  1-1  1-1 
;  >  > 

I 

I  x:  X 
I  U  G 

;  o  o 


0^  1-1  o  CO  a 


§1 

hJ 


:  ^  o  j: 

I  a  cio  u 

O  C  I-I 

'  <u  o  o 

I  CL,  X  z  : 


•O  CO  I 
C  T>  I- 
CO  C  Gh  0) 


Z  CO  C  ,G  H  CJ 
0>  M  CO  .C  T* 

cO  CM  0)  1-1  U  -U  U-i 

3  u  iJ  C  »  •'-I 

O.  CO  1-1  0)  G  CJ 

CO  0)  OJ  t-i  cO 

0i  Z  3  PQ  H 


2ii. 

•  < 


ai  O  0>  >,  CU  <0 

O  U  bO  G  ^  >'*0 

•H  O  ^  5  MG 

M  S  <:  H  J  W  CO  I 


-  cr  5 
ui  X 


-96- 


1/  Totals  may  not  add  due  to  rounding, 

2/  Excludes  transshipments  of  grains  and  oilseeds  beginning  Jan.  1,  1973. 

3/  Transshipments  through  Canada  where  final  destination  was  not  known  at  the  time  of  export. 


Table  3o  .—Quantity  indexes:  U.S.  agricultural  exports,  fiscal  years  1968-73,  monthly  and  accumulated,  July  1972  to  date 


(Calendar  year  1967=100) 


Year  and  month 


1967/68  . . 
1968/69  .. 
1969/70  .. 
1970/71  .. 
1971/72  .. 
1972/73  .. 
July-June : 
1972/73 
1973/74 


Monthly 

1972/73: 

July  _ 

Augus  t  . . 
Septeii4)er 
October  . . 
Novenijer  . 
December  , 
January  . 
February  , 
March  . . . , 
April  . . . , 

May . . 

June  . . . . , 
1973/74: 

July  . 

August  . . . 
September 
October  . . 
November  . 
December  . 
January  .. 
February  . 
March  . , . . 
April  , . . , 

May . . 

June  . . . . . 


1972/73: 

July  _ 

Augxis  t  .  . , 
September 
October  . . 
November  . 
Decanter  . 
January  .. 
February  . 
March  . . . , 
April  . . . , 

May  . . 

June  .  .  . .  , 
1973/74: 

July  _ 

Augxist  . . 
September 
October  .  , 
November  . 
December  . 
January  . 
February  . 
March  . , . , 
April  ... 

May . 

June  .... 


Animals 

and  ; 
animals  ^ 
products  1 

Cotton 

and 

linters 

Tobacco, 

unmanu¬ 

factured 

:  Grains 

:  and 

:  feeds 

:  Vegetable 
:  oils  and 
:  oilseeds 

Fruits 

and 

vegetables 

.  All 

,  agricultural 
commodities 
;  1/ 

96 

101 

100 

104 

99 

91 

101 

110 

69 

100 

85 

106 

93 

92 

101 

75 

101 

97 

148 

109 

106 

117 

98 

98 

106 

157 

103 

115 

134 

89 

94 

103 

159 

107 

115 

126 

126 

102 

167 

182 

118 

152 

126 

126 

102 

167 

182 

118 

152 

126 

155 

118 

178 

186 

131 

165 

Adixisted 

for  seasonal 

variation  2/ 

159 

44 

100 

127 

149 

120 

126 

122 

47 

111 

148 

155 

109 

137 

118 

36 

97 

..  153 

107 

108 

133 

124 

95 

99 

145 

177 

106 

132 

131 

134 

89 

151 

198 

129 

144 

112 

146 

94 

157 

170 

114 

145 

118 

162 

115 

174 

194 

113 

159 

118 

125 

121 

167 

237 

112 

160 

127 

141  . 

104 

191 

247 

117 

176 

131 

148 

100 

194 

201 

122 

174 

129 

128 

96 

185 

191 

134 

166 

124 

171 

112 

215 

126 

129 

170 

119 

152 

106 

189 

92 

138 

155 

124 

230 

100 

232 

73 

124 

180 

136 

108 

111 

204 

65  o 

138 

163 

167 

112 

120 

182 

144 

130 

169 

125 

98 

88 

184 

193 

149 

158 

118 

156 

78 

168 

181 

137 

155 

114 

122 

140 

164 

205 

136 

162 

131 

129 

124 

152  , 

256 

132 

163 

126 

106 

90 

172 

246 

124 

170 

130 

140 

121 

175 

283 

121 

181 

123 

161 

122 

149 

205 

128 

155 

99 

ib8 

154 

163 

179 

110 

153 

Not  adiusted 

for  seasonal 

variation 

136 

33 

80 

128 

125 

120 

117 

112 

19 

92 

142 

116 

105 

118 

114 

26 

107 

147 

82 

109 

118 

124 

59 

120 

142 

215 

126 

133 

146 

111 

135 

161 

265 

132 

170 

120 

173 

128 

172 

211 

112 

166 

117 

211 

89 

179 

197 

99 

164 

112 

168 

94 

166 

229 

94 

159 

140 

219 

100 

186 

255 

116 

182 

128 

194 

86 

177 

185 

121 

163 

132 

141 

94 

192 

180 

134 

167 

128 

158 

96 

211 

125 

145 

169 

103 

120 

88 

190 

80 

131 

143 

114 

143 

85 
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58 

120 

158 

131 

84 

121 

196 

52 

138 

147 

167 

80 
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179 

182 

160 

169 

142 

84 

179 

195 

280 

152 

192 

128 

193 

122 

186 

237 

135 

181 
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177 

116 

170 

210 

122 

168 

124 

194 

102 

151 

250 

114 

163 

139 

248 

86 

167 

254 

124 

176 

126 

206 

107 

161 

261 

121 

170 

127 

177 

119 

154 

193 

129 

156 

101 

154 

133 

161 

177 

124 

152 

]J  Based  on  359  classifications  in  1971. 

2J  The  seasonal  adjustioent  series  has  been  revised  to  incorporate  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  Method  X-11.  This  new  method  of 
adjusting  for  seasonal  variations  is  a  continuing  system  which  takes  into  account  changing  seasonal  patterns.  For  detailed 
explanation  of  the  new  adjustment  procedures,  see  U.S.  Department  of  Commerce,  Bureau  of  the  Census,  The  X-11  Varient  of  the 
Seasonal  Method  II  Seasonal  Adjustment  Program,  Technical  Paper  No.  15,  U.S.  Government  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C.,  1965. 
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Table  37  . — Quantity  Indexes:  U.S.  agricultural  imports,  fiscal  years  1968-73,  monthly  and  accumulated,  July  1972  to  date 


(Calendar  year  1967  =  100) 


Year  and  month 


1967/68  .. 
1968/69  .. 
1969/79  .. 
1970/71  .. 
1971/72  .. 
1972/73  .. 
July-June : 
1972/73 
1973/74 


Monthly 

1972/73: 

July  . 

August  . . . 
September 
October  . . 
November  . 
December  . 
J  anuary  . . 
February  . 
March  . . . . 
April  . .  .  . 

May . 

June . 

1973/74: 

July  . 

August  . . . 
September 
October  . . 
November  . 
December  . 
January  . . 
February  . 
March  . . .  . 
April  .  . .  . 

May  . 

J  une  . .®. .  . 


1972/73: 

July . 

Augus  t  . . . 
September 
October  . . 
November  . 
December  . 
January  . . 
February  . 
March  . . . . 
April  . . . . 

May  . 

June  . 

1973/74: 

July  . 

August  . . . 
September 
October  . . 
November  . 
December  . 
January  .. 
February  . 
March  . . . . 
April  .  .  .  . 

May  . 

June  . 


:  .  Supplementary  1/ 

Complementary  1/ 

All  agri¬ 
cultural 
commodities 
2/ 

:  Animals  : 

:  and  : 

:  animal  : 

:  products  : 

:  Vegetable  :  Sugar,  : 

Grains  .  oils  :  molasses,  : 

,  :  and  :  and  : 

^  :  oilseeds  ;  syrups  : 

Total 

Cocoa, 
coffee, 
and  tea  ] 

Rubber  : 

and  : 

allied  : 

gums  : 

Total 

:  108 

92 

97 

102 

105 

104 

107 

104 

« 

105 

:  115 

96 

105 

103 

no 

100 

127 

103 

107 

:  121 

131 

104 

107 

116 

101 

131 

104 

111 

:  114 

136 

111 

113 

118 

98 

124 

101 

111 

:  115 

145 

119 

118 

122 

105 

138 

108 

116 

:  127 

122 

129 

109 

128 

111 

136 

112 

121 

:  127 

122 

129 

109 

128 

111 

136 

112 

121 

:  127 

102 

104 

116 

128 

107 

146 

109 

121 

Adjusted  for  seasonal 

variation  3/ 

:  119 

130 

151 

99 

119 

88 

123 

92 

108 

:  133 

95 

135 

118 

133 

100 

122 

no 

120 

:  135 

160 

122 

99 

126 

112 

109 

113 

121 

:  141 

174 

131 

112 

130 

103 

145 

107 

120 

:  145 

131 

87 

119 

136 

97 

150 

102 

121 

:  118 

126 

159 

83 

112 

97 

138 

103 

109 

:  130 

132 

84 

125 

135 

104 

141 

107 

123 

:  124 

112 

165 

117 

138 

115 

134 

117 

132 

:  106 

94 

132 

117 

121 

143 

130 

133 

125 

:  114 

115 

125 

103 

123 

130 

127 

122 

121 

:  135 

87 

150 

145 

144 

148 

152 

140 

143 

:  119 

106 

129 

86 

123 

99 

157 

101 

114 

:  122 

73 

114 

105 

126 

93 

125 

94 

113 

:  136 

67 

142 

111 

133 

87 

154 

102 

117 

:  111 

76 

105 

93 

109 

78 

175 

92 

102 

:  144 

126 

81 

72 

122 

79 

152 

89 

108 

:  146 

118 

183 

180 

162 

101 

149 

105 

138 

:  127 

55 

164 

97 

118 

113 

95 

104 

114 

:  135 

118 

38 

73 

119 

101 

128 

102 

113 

:  135 

88 

70 

166 

154 

114 

158 

114 

140 

;  143 

73 

98 

132 

138 

159 

133 

149 

142 

:  110 

48 

109 

108 

115 

138  „ 

144 

130 

l20 

:  113 

126 

112 

145 

130 

121 

175 

120 

127 

:  101 

200 

56 

97 

114 

99 

156 

103 

115 

Not  adjusted  for  seasonal  variation 

- 

:  119 

135 

151 

107 

115 

85 

102 

89 

104 

.  :  139 

69 

108 

144 

135 

105 

135 

108 

124 

:  134 

132 

112 

104 

123 

113 

105 

no 

117 

:  142 

169 

146 

96 

126 

113 

150 

116 

122 

.  :  145 

148 

67 

83 

121 

91 

148 

98 

112 

.  :  125 

192 

121 

97 

123 

90 

148 

99 

113 

:  134 

96 

138 

108 

135 

125 

154 

126 

132 

:  116 

79 

183 

78 

124 

115 

130 

117 

121 

:  109 

85 

144 

123 

127 

126 

156 

126 

126 

:  114 

137 

98 

122 

135 

121 

115 

116 

127 

. :  127 

121 

142 

130 

142 

143 

147 

137 

140 

108 

140 

115 

131 

99 

140 

101 

119 

:  121 

76 

114 

113 

122 

'  90 

107 

90 

109 

.  :  142 

52 

117 

143 

135 

93 

172 

101 

121 

. ;  109 

65 

97 

99 

107 

78 

167 

89 

99 

:  145 

121 

92 

62 

118 

89 

158 

98 

no 

;  146 

134 

148 

139 

146 

95 

148 

101 

127 

:  135 

115 

132 

117 

131 

106 

102 

100 

118 

. :  140 

92 

102 

65 

120 

129 

140 

125 

122 

. ;  126 

68 

79 

125 

139 

114 

154 

115 

129 

.  :  147 

67 

110 

139 

145 

142 

167 

140 

143 

.  :  110 

60 

88 

132 

127 

128 

131 

124 

126 

.  :  105 

174 

106 

130 

129 

117 

170 

117 

124 

.  :  98 

204 

60 

131 

121 

98 

139 

103 

119 

T7  Supplementary  agricultural  imports  consist  of  all  imports  similar  to  agricultural  commodities  produced  commercially  in  the 

United  States  together  with  all  other  agricultural  imports  interchangeable  to  any  significant  extent  with  such  United  States 
commodities.  Complementary  agricultural  Imports  include  all  others,  about  98  percent  of  which  consist  of  rubber,  coffee,  raw 
silk,  cacao  beans,  wool  for  carpets,  bananas"  tea,  and  vegetable  fibers. 

2^/  Based  on  430  classifications  in  1971. 

^/  The  seasonal  adjustment  series  has  been  revised  to  Incorporate  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  Method  X-11.  The  new  method  of 
adjusting  for  seasonal  variations  is  a  continuing  system  which  takes  into  account  changing  seasonal  patterns.  For  detailed 
explanation  of  the  new  adjustment  procedures,  see  U.S.  Department  of  Commerce,  Bureau  of  the  Census,  The  X-11  Varient  of  the 
Seasonal  Method  II  Seasonal  Adjustment  Program,  Technical  Paper  No.  15, U.S.  Government  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C.,  1965. 
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Explanatory  Note 


U.S.  foreign  agricultural  trade  statistics  in  this  report  include  official  U.S.  data 
based  on  compilations  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census.  Agricultural  commodities  consist 
of  (1)  nonmarine  food  products  and  (2)  other  products  of  agriculture  which  have  not 
passed  through  complex  processes  of  manufacture  such  as  raw  hides  and  skins,  fats  and 
oils,  and  wine.  Such  manufactured  products  as  textiles,  leather,  boots  and  shoes, 
cigarettes,  naval  stores,  forestry  products,  and  distilled  alcoholic  beverages  are  not 
considered  agricultural. 

The  trade  statistics  exclude  shipments  between  the  50  States  and  Puerto  Rico,  between 
the  50  States  and  the  island  possessions,  between  Puerto  Rico  and  the  island  posses¬ 
sions,  among  the  island  possessions,  and  intransit  through  the  United  States  from  one 
foreign  country  to  another  when  documented  as  such  through  U.S.  Customs. 

EXPORTS  The  export  statistics  also  exclude  shipments  to  the  U.S.  armed  forces  and 
diplomatic  missions  abroad  for  their  own  use  and  supplies  for  vessels  and 
planes  engaged  in  foreign  trade.  Data  on  shipments  valued  at  less  than  $251  are  not 
compiled  by  commodity  and  are  excluded  from  agricultural  statistics  but  are  reflected 
in  nonagricultural  and  overall  export  totals  in  this  report..  The  agricultural  ex¬ 
port  statistics  include  shipments  under  P.L.  83-480  (Agricultural  Trade  Development 
and  Assistance  Act),  and  related  laws;  under  P.L.  87-195  (Act  for  International 
Development);  and  involving  Government  payments  to  exporters.  (USDA  payments  are  ex¬ 
cluded  from  the  export  value.)  Separate  statistics  on  Government  program  exports  are 
compiled  by  USDA  from  data  obtained  from  operating  agencies. 

The  export  value,  the  value  at  the  port  of  exportation,  is  based  on  the  selling  price 
(or  cost  if  not  sold)  and  includes  inland  freight,  insurance,  and  other  charges  to 
the  port.  The  country  of  destination  is  the  country  of  ultimate  destination  or  where 
the  commodities  are  to  be  consumed,  further  processed,  or  manufactured.  When  the 
shipper  does  not  know  the  ultimate  destination,  the  shipments  are  credited  to  the  last 
country,  as  known  to  him  at  the  time  of  shipment  from  the  United  States,  to  which  the 
commodities  are  to  be  shipped  in  their  present  form.  Except  for  Canada,  export  ship¬ 
ments  valued  at  $251-$499  are  included  on  the  basis  of  sampling  estimates;  shipments  to 
Canada  valued  at  $251-$!, 999  are  sampled. 

IMPORTS  Imports  for  consumption  are  a  combination  of  entries  for  immediate  consump¬ 
tion  and  withdrawals  from  warehouses  for  consumption.  Data  on  shipments 
valued  at  less  than  $251  are  estimated  on  the  basis  of  a  1-percent  sample  and  are  not 
compiled  by  commodity.  They  are  excluded  from  agricultural  statistics  but  are 
reflected  in  nonagricultural  and  overall  import  totals  in  this  report. 

The  import  value,  defined  generally  as  the  market  value  in  the  foreign  country,  ex¬ 
cludes  import  duties,  ocean  freight,  and  marine  insurance.  The  country  of  origin  is 
defined  as  the  country  where  the  commodities  were  grown  or  processed.  When  the 
courftry  of  origin  is  not  known,  the  Imports  are  credited  to  the  country  of  shipment. 

Imports  similar  to  agricultural  commodities  produced  commercially  in  the  United  States 
and  others  that  are  interchangeable  in  use  to  any  significant  extent  with  such  U.S. 
commodities  are  supplementary  or  partly  competitive.  All  other  commodities  are  com¬ 
plementary  or  noncompetitive. 

Further  explanatory  material  on  foreign  trade  statistics  and  compilation  procedures 
of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  is  contained  in  the  publications  of  that  agency. 
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